DAFY(

THE DAILY RESOURCE FOR THOUSANDS OF DAF YOMI LEARNERS WORLDWIDE

A RUBEN DAF YOMI CENTER PUBLICATION

OMI DIGEST/ sy ey

Monday, Mar 2 2020 E9“wn TR

Center

TORAH - CHESED REFUAH

O\IERVIIEW

GEM

) Ash, Kesil and Kimah constellations (cont.)
2) Earthquakes

After defining the term MWW as earthquake, the Gemara
relates the story of the earthquake that took place during the
lifetime of R’ Ketina.

Different explanations are given as to the cause of earth-
quakes.

3) Thunder

After defining the term ©y7 as thunder, the Gemara
presents different explanations as to the cause of thunder.
4) Wind

Abaye defines winds in our Mishnah as being very strong
winds.

Different characteristics of these strong winds are discussed.
5) Lightning

Rava defines the term ©p972 in the Mishnah to be
lightning.

The expected outcome of different weather phenomena
is discussed.

6) Rainbows

There is a dispute whether one should bow upon seeing a
rainbow, but everyone agrees that a bracha should be recited.

There are different opinions regarding the correct nusach
of the bracha to make upon seeing a rainbow, and R’ Pappa
incorporates both versions.

7) Mountains, hills, seas, etc.

There is a disagreement between Abaye and Rava wheth-
er one should recite MWNI2 NWYN MWW on the natural
phenomena mentioned earlier in the Mishnah.

R’ Yehoshua ben Levi requires a bracha to be recited
when one sees a clear sky, and others maintain that since the
destruction of the Bais HaMikdash the sky will not reach that
level of clarity.

8) The Bracha when the celestial bodies are at the begin-
ning of their cycle

A Beraisa records the bracha to make when the celestial
bodies return to their original formation, and identifies
when this phenomenon occurs.

9) The Great Sea

The bracha on the Great Sea is only made after a lapse of
not seeing it for thirty days.

The Gemara mentions a bracha that used to be said
when seeing the Euphrates and Tigris rivers.

The Biblical names for these rivers are explained.

Rava explains certain characteristics as being the result of
behaviors of people from different areas.

(Continued on page 2)

The purpose of thunder
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Thunder was created in order to straighten out the crookedness of
the heart

After the booming clap of thunder is sounded, the rain
immediately begins to fall. The Gemara (Ta’anis 7b) tells us
that we must merit to be provided the life sustaining rain,
and this is why it falls only after the sins of the Jews are for-
given. With the frightening and alarming sound of the thun-
der, thoughts of teshuva race through our hearts, and the
distorted and misguided schemes of our mind are
“straightened out.” After a few moments, it could be that
these plots begin to formulate once again, but the window of
opportunity immediately after the roar of thunder sounds
has been utilized, and the rain has begun to fall.

Rambam (Hilchos Teshuva 7:5) writes that we are as-
sured that when the moment for the ultimate redemption
has come, the Jewish people will all do teshuva, and Hashem
will immediately redeem us. The moment will arrive, and
with it, the opportunity will be utilized without delay. B
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2. Why is it important to know the meaning of weather?
3. How often are the heavenly bodies realigned?

4. When is 19NNV recited, what when would it be replaced

1. What is the Gemara’s preferred explanation for the cause
of thunder?

with 220nm 20M?
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Points about the blessings recited upon seeing lightning and/
or hearing thunder
YYN IND NNWN TY YINDNT OIN 99 YON : MYAXN YY) DMINN DY
AN AN TIVY TVNY (nhipiaial (1)’ ,2 11P09%) X157 NN NYYNRIA
VI, 09 N9N INIY TINA OXNIN TI2N DNN N NI AN T
Doy XYN INOY ,NDIN DPYNID DYYND NVIY NOD ,NPYRID NYYN
N
On mountains and hills one says 72UN72 7wwp AW, Are the natural
phenomena that we have discussed until now (such as thunder) not
considered acts of Creation? The verse that states “lightning was made
for rain” clearly implies that lightning is an act of Creation? Abaye
responds that we can combine the different parts of the Mishnah and
teach them together that all these grand acts of nature require both
blessings. Rava answers that for the previously mentioned items there
are two blessings: JPUNIZ v Avwand 09 X5 o, while for
the latter section of the Mishnah there is only the blessing of W)W

TPYNIZ UYL,

The Rishonim disagree in the understanding of the Rava’s
intent in saying “there both blessings are said”. The Ra’avad®
holds that for thunder and the other previously mentioned
items one would recite both blessings. The Beis Yosef’ under-
stands this to be the opinion of Rashi as well. However, the Rif*,
the Rambam’, Tosafos®, the Rosh’, and the Tur®, all explain the
Gemara to mean that one may select whether he wishes to pro-
nounce one blessing or the other. The Shulchan Aruch’ similar-
ly rules that on lightning and thunder one may choose which
blessing to say. The Mishnah Berura'® points out that he may
not, however, pronounce both blessings for any one item.

The Taz!'' remarks that the custom is to say MMAN INOY
DY N9 upon hearing thunder, and w12 NWyn NV upon
seeing lightning. Although he writes that he does not know the
reason for this custom, he offers that possibly this is because the
thunder reflects somewhat the awesome power of Hashem,
which is not the case with lightning. The Mishnah Berura'? ac-
cepts this reasoning, however, he adds that it still remains that
each blessing may recited for both lightning and thunder.

(Insight...continued from page 1)
10) Rain

There is a discrepancy regarding the language of the bra-
cha to be recited on rain, and the Gemara gives two ways of
resolving the discrepancy.

The second resolution gives rise to a discussion of the
bracha of 2201nM 290N. The final ruling is that 2°0HM 20N
is recited when there is more than one beneficiary of
Hashem’s goodness.

11) New clothing

There is a dispute whether one makes a Shehechiyanu

on new clothes if he already owns a similar garment. W

time, he pronounces the one blessing TWNI2 Nwyn Nwy
for both®.

e If the person saw the lightning first, he should say
mwNIa nwyn v, If he then hears the thunder, he should
say DY X9N MM IMoW.

e If the person heard the thunder and pronounced either
DOW NID INNIAN IMOY or HPWNRIA Nwyn DWW and then he
saw lightning, he should say mwx12 nwyn nwy®.

e One may recite the blessing for lightning, even if he only saw
the light of the lightning, and not the lightning itself'*, B
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STORIES

A Grandfather’s Charge to his Grandson
PO NIINT NIV NN : PN 92 HNINWYW Y27 INDN
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Said Rebbe Shmuel bar Yitzchok: The clouds of

the morning have no significance.

ne cloudy morning, the Lev Simcha

of Gur, zt”l was walking with his grand-
son, R’ Nechemiah Mendel. They noticed
the clouds building in the sky, when the
rebbe turned to his grandson and com-
mented, “The Gemara says that the clouds
of the morning are of no significance.
The Gemara is not simply reporting a me-
teorological phenomenon. The morning
refers to one’s youth. The clouds refer to
confusion and lack of clarity. The lesson

is that although a person in his youth is
not sure what he can accomplish and to
what extent his abilities can potentially
develop, he must realize that these ele-
ments of doubt about the unknown are
nothing.”

The rebbe concluded, “A young man
must persevere and apply himself totally,
without reluctance or hesitation.” W
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