
1)  Clarifying the Mishnah 

The implication of the Mishnah that non-relatives 

do not mourn the loss of a Torah scholar or upright 

person is unsuccessfully challenged. 

An incident related to rending one’s garment upon 

the loss of a Torah scholar is recorded. 

2)  R’ Huna’s funeral and procession 

The events related to R’ Huna’s funeral are pre-

sented in detail. 

A very brief description of the events following R’ 

Chisda’s passing are recorded. 

3)  Eulogies 

The Gemara retells the account of the passing of 

Rabbah bar Huna and R’ Hamnuna. 

One of the eulogies given in honor of R’ Hamnuna 

is recorded. 

The eulogy for Ravina is presented. 

Numerous incidents involving inappropriate eulo-

gies are recorded. 

The Gemara presents miraculous events that oc-

curred following the deaths of different Torah scholars.� 
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Appreciating leadership 
 דרבי יעקב אתחמיאו כוכבי ביממא

O ur Gemara tells us that when Rabbi Yaakov died, the 
stars in the sky were visible in the middle of the day.  Rashi 

explains that the sorrow was so great that the regular world 

order was shaken.  This was expressed in terms of the stars 

becoming visible during the day.  We can also use an allegori-

cal approach to understand this Gemara.  There are situa-

tions in which a leader must be firm and unyielding.  If the 

head of the community detects that corruptive influences 

which is contrary to Torah values threaten to infiltrate his 

domain, he must not allow them to have an effect.  Rabbi 

Yaakov was very firm and constant in his views and philoso-

phy.  There were times when people around him were con-

vinced that their approach was correct, and that their under-

standing of a particular situation to proceed was bright and 

clear.  Yet Rabbi Yaakov was prepared to hold his own and 

challenge what seemed to be a universally accepted perspec-

tive of tolerance.  He would be ready to stand alone in oppo-

sition, claiming that what may have seemed to be clearly ac-

ceptable was, in fact, a condition which would lead to dark-

ness and doom.  He would show the community that what 

they felt was bright and clear was instead only the dim glim-

mer of starlight, and that darkness lay ahead.  When Rabbi 

Yaakov died, the heavens miraculously displayed a signal that 

this great man demonstrated this proper trait.  

There are other types of situations, however, when the 

leader should wisely feel the pulse of public opinion, and he 

should proceed accordingly.  

When Avraham Avinu died, all of the great people of the 

generation stood up and declared (Bava Basra 91b): “Woe to 

the world which has lost its leader; woe to the ship that has 

lost its captain.”  There are those who lead on dry land, and 

there are those who lead upon the waters.  The dry land 

represents times of stability and security.  A capable adminis-

trator with a qualified team of helpers can guide a nation in 

times of peace and tranquility.  The captain who navigates a 

ship upon the stormy waters is faced with a completely differ-

ent set of problems as he steers his ship and its passengers to 

safety.  Those around him are in a state of panic, and he 

must hold the rudder firmly in order to keep his goal in 

sight.  He must deal with many issues as he responds, minute 

by minute to the new challenges which arise.  Avraham was 

seen as the role model to all of the heads of the world at that 

time, as he exhibited stellar qualities of leadership during 

many and varied times, both those of tranquility as well as 

those of turmoil  � 
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1. When is the correct time to rend a garment in honor of a 

Torah scholar who passed away? 

  ___________________________________________ 

2. What were R’ Chaga’s qualifications to enter R’ Chiya’s 

crypt? 

  _____________________________________________ 

3. Why did the Arab camel driver decide that Rabbah bar 

Huna should go first? 

  _____________________________________________ 

4. For how long does one mourn the loss of a Torah scholar? 

  _____________________________________________ 
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Standing before those who perform a mitzvah 
' אמר ליה יהודה לחזקיה קו� מדוכת� דלאו אורח ארעא דקאי� ר

 הונא

Yehudah said to Chizkiyah, “Rise from your place because it is not 

proper etiquette that R’ Huna stands [and you are lying down.”] 

T ur1 cites a Yerushalmi that states that when one stands 
before a dead body it is not to honor the deceased that one 

stands, but rather to give honor to those that bestow kind-

ness to the deceased.  This ruling is also found in Shulchan 

Aruch2 where it states that one is required to stand at a fu-

neral even if the deceased will not be transported.  Rav 

Dovid Halevi3, the Taz, explains that the reason to stand is 

to give honor to those that bestow kindness to the deceased. 

Taz proceeds to challenge this ruling from our Gemara.  

Our Gemara reports that Yehudah told his brother to stand 

when R’ Huna’s body was brought into the crypt.  This 

clearly indicates that it is necessary to stand and show honor 

to the deceased rather than to those who accompany the 

deceased.  To resolve this challenge Taz explains that the 

Yerushalmi refers to a person who is not a Torah scholar, 

therefore, it is those who accompany the deceased that are 

deserving of honor.  If, however, the deceased was a Torah 

scholar, as in the incident involving R’ Huna, one must 

stand to show honor to the deceased as well. 

Another point raised by Taz from the Yerushalmi is that 

it can be inferred that it is appropriate to stand before any 

person who is performing a mitzvah.  This concept is sup-

ported by the Gemara in Kiddushin4 that highlights the sig-

nificance of standing for those people who are transporting 

their bikkurim to Yerushalayim.  Another example of this is 

mentioned in Teshuvas Yad Eliyahu5 where he writes that 

one must stand before people who collect tzedaka without 

receiving remuneration.  Dayan Yitzchok Yaakov Weiss6, 

the Minchas Yitzchok qualifies this ruling of Yad Eliyahu.  

If a tzedaka collector is assigned to collect a fixed sum from 

each member of the community it is logical to distinguish 

between one who performs the task for free and one who is 

paid to do that job.  If, however, the tzedaka collector also 

has the task of convincing others to pledge money to 

tzedaka, like most of the tzedaka collectors nowadays, it is 

necessary to stand before them even if they are paid for 

their service.  The reason is that they are considered to be 

performing a mitzvah, i.e. convincing others to donate to 

tzedaka, and remuneration does not detract from their 

status as one performing a mitzvah, who is deserving of 

honor.   � 
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Nights Like Days 
לילות " משי�  על  כימי�  לילות  נשי� 

 ..."כימי�

O n today’s daf we find that Ravi-
na’a eulogizer said that his mourners 

should spend day and night lament-

ing, just as Ravina immersed himself 

day and night in Torah study. 

Like Ravina, the Steipler Gaon, 

zt”l, immersed himself in Torah study 

day and night. While the Steipler 

served as the Rosh Yeshiva of the No-

varadohker Yeshiva in Pinsk, his regu-

lar schedule was to learn the whole 

night and then continue on to Shacha-

ris in the morning.  

When the Steipler’s daughter was 

born, she would cry unless she was 

rocked. Since the Steipler was a good 

father, as much as he was a Gaon in 

Torah, he would assume the burden of 

soothing her much of the time. Since 

he preferred to study uninterrupted in 

the outer room with all the seforim 

while rocking her, he found that the 

solution was to attach a string from 

her cradle to his own leg. That way he 

could comfort her without having to 

disturb his own studies. 

Although the Chazon Ish, zt”l, 

generally hesitated to send people on 

errands for him for fear of undercut-

ting their time for Torah study, he had 

no reservations about sending the 

Steipler. When asked why, he re-

sponded, “He never wastes a second 

even while his body is busy doing 

something else. Sending him will cer-

tainly not cause him to waste a mo-

ment!” 

One of the Steipler’s sons-in-law 

passed away at a relatively young age 

and the Gaon was left to help his 

daughter raise the grandchildren. He 

would often take one of his young 

grandchildren out for long walks in a 

carriage, but this didn’t distract him 

from his learning in the slightest. 

While the Steipler pushed the car-

riage, he could always be heard recit-

ing Mishnayos from memory!  � 
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