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INSIGHT

1) Establishing a definitive ruling concerning the latest
time to eat chometz

R’ Nachman in the name of Rav ruled according to
R’ Yehudah, that during the fifth hour chometz may not
be eaten, but it is permitted for benefit.

Rava unsuccessfully challenged R’ Nachman’s rul-
ing.

The Gemara suggests an alternative source for Rav’s
ruling but it proves to not be a definitive proof.

An incident is cited that indicates that Rebbi also
rules like R’ Yehudah regarding the latest time to eat
chometz.

In the above cited incident, Rebbi permitted the sale
of a deposited item that was losing value. The Gemara
identifies whose opinion Rebbi followed when he issued
that ruling.

2) Clarifying the Mishnah

R’ Yehudah taught that the loaves used to indicate
the latest time to eat chometz were placed on the roof of
the bench where they could be seen by many people.

A brief description of the benches on Har HaBayis is
presented.

Two explanations are presented to explain why the
loaves used to indicate the latest time to eat chometz
were invalid.

A Beraisa teaches that the loaves were, in fact, valid
loaves. Additionally, the Beraisa explains the way the
loaves were used to indicate the progression of the dif-
ferent chometz prohibitions. W
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1. When does a third opinion constitute a 729!

2. Why are tzedakah administrators not permitted to
exchange copper coins with their own silver coins?

3. According to R’ Chanina, why were there so many
ivalid NI loaves on erev Pesach?

Eliyahu will not arrive on Erev Shabbos
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Eliyahu will not come on Erev Shabbos or on Erev Yom Tow to
inform the Jewish people of the arrival of Moshiach, because
this would entail a disturbance.

Rashi explains that the Jewish people are very busy
on Erev Shabbos and Erev Yom Tov preparing for the
upcoming Shabbos or Yom Tov meals. If the people
would have to interrupt their pre-Shabbos chores to
greet Eliyahu, this would interfere with their ability to
complete their tasks.

Maharsha asks, though, that our Gemara discusses
the case where Erev Yom Tov is Shabbos. All prepara-
tions for Yom Tov would have necessarily been com-
plete before Shabbos, and Eliyahu would not be causing
any disturbance by arriving on this Erev Yom Tov,
which is Shabbos. Tosafos HaRosh answers that alt-
hough in this specific case of Erev Yom Tov there would
indeed not be any problem, the promise of Eliyahu not
to come on Erev Shabbos or Erev Yom Tov is given
without exception.

Chasam Sofer points out that if Eliyahu would
come on Erev Pesach, it would be necessary for the Jew-
ish people to offer the Korban Pesach on short notice.
We are concerned that in this case, people would be
rushing, and the korban might be done hastily, causing
some of the offerings to become invalid. This is the
N7V which is applicable when Erev Pesach falls on
Shabbos.

Tzelach answers that, actually, Eliyahu could techni-
cally come on Erev Yom Tov which is Shabbos. Howev-
er, in such a case, the teruma loaves which are chometz
(whose PM7nV status was undetermined ) was dismissed
from our mind for that Shabbos, and it became muktza
as Shabbos began—we did not know Eliyahu would

(Continued on page 2)
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HALACHAH

When does the day begin? - Halachic times according to

the Gr”a and Magen Avraham
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Says R’ Nachman in the name of Rav — the halacha follows R’
Yehuda (that ruled in the Mishna 11b that the fourth hour is

the final time for eating chometz).

The Poskim differ over how the times' stated in the
Mishnah (and halachic times in general) should be calcu-
lated. Terumas HaDeshen? rules that the day should be
divided into twelve equal parts beginning from mby
N (dawn) and continuing until ©A25N7  NNY
(nightfall). Levush’ makes his calculation from sunrise
until sunset.

This famous machlokes (dispute) is generally known
as the machlokes between the Vilna Gaon (Gr’a) and
Magen Avraham. On most halachic calendars both times
(for Krias Shema, etc.) are published. The Gr”a*(and Baal
HaTanya) follow the Levush, and the Magen Avraham’
follows the view of Terumas HaDeshen.

Mishna Berura® cites both opinions. However, R’
Moshe Feinstein’, zt”l, writes that the halacha follows the
Gr”a and Baal HaTanya regarding the time of Krias She-
ma. He adds that certain individuals did keep the more
stringent time of the Magen Avraham. This was the cus-
tom in Russia and Lithuania amongst yeshiva students.

Regarding the final time of eating chometz on erev

(Insight...Continued from page 1)
come that day. Therefore, even if Eliyahu declares these
loaves to be tahor, they may not be eaten on Shabbos,

and they should be destroyed on Erev Shabbos. B

Pesach, R’ Y.M. Tucazinsky®, zt”’], states that it is the cus-

tom to follow the opinion of Terumas HaDeshen (i.e.

four halachic hours, or a third of the day, reckoned from
WD MOY until Nxy. W
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Elivahu will not arrive on Erev Shab-

bos
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From Rashi’s commentary it is ap-
parent that Eliyahu will not come on
Erev Shabbos in order not to disturb
the preparations for the Shabbos
meals. From the fact that this
enough to push off Moshiach’s arri-
val, we see that the mitzvah of prepar-

is

ing for Shabbos is very great.

A beautiful story related to this is
told about the Arugas Habosem, R’
Moshe Greenwald, zt”l. Once, when
he was very ill, he had to curtail all
normal activities and he was confined
to bed. The doctors who were con-
sulted could not offer much help, as
they could not determine the cause of
his suffering. Friday afternoon, in
midst of the hectic Shabbos prepara-
tions, he called for his Rebbetzin and
daughters. Fearing the worst, they all
rushed to his bedside where he re-
quested that they bless him with a

Refuah Sheleima. In response to their
surprised looks and questions of why
he called them at that moment, he
explained how he noticed that they
were all in the midst of the tremen-
dous mitzvah of preparing for Shab-
bos. They were surely working with
all their strength and purity of intent
so that everything would be just per-
fect for Shabbos. He therefore felt it
would be a most auspicious time to
ask for a blessing from them.

He was obviously correct, because
he recovered and lived many healthy
years after that episode. H
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