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OVERVIEW of the Daf Distinctive INSIGHT 
The day the Torah was given 

רב יוסף ביומא דעצרתא אמר עבדי לי עגלא תלתא אמר אי לא האי 
 יומא דקא גרים כמה יוסך איכא בשוקא

T he commentaries point out that Rav Yosef was gifted 

with an exceptionally powerful memory. During his prime, 

he did not forget things. We also know that the unfortunate 

phenomena of a person forgetting the Torah he learns came 

as a result of the breaking of the luchos. We also know that 

one of the contributing factors to the breaking of the luchos 

was that the original presentation of the commandments at 

Har Sinai was done publicly, during the day, in clear sight of 

the entire world. The evil eye which the gentiles cast upon 

the Jews eventually resulted in the deterioration of circum-

stances to the point where the Jews fashioned the Golden 

Calf, and the luchos were smashed. Had the Torah been giv-

en more discreetly, at night, this series of events might not 

have had to occur. This is what R’ Yosef meant. “If the lu-

chos had not been given during the day, but rather at night, 

then I would be just as anyone else, for everyone would have 

an untarnished memory for Torah. However, due to this day, 

and the fact that the luchos were broken, I am not just as any 

other ‘Yosef in the street,’ but I stand out with my unusual 

capacity for memory.”  

We should still try to understand why R’ Yosef felt com-

pelled to have a fat calf prepared to eat as a celebration. Ben 

Yehoyada explains that R’ Yosef was referring to the initial 

instructions of Hashem to Moshe in preparing for the giving 

of the Torah. According to R’ Yose, in the Gemara Shabbos 

86b, Hashem told Moshe on Wednesday, the fourth of Si-

van, to tell the Jews to prepare for three days, and that the 

Torah would be given “on the third day.” This could have 

been understood to mean that the Jews should prepare on 

Wednesday itself, Thursday and Friday. At the conclusion of 

this preparation period, the Torah would be ready to be giv-

en on Shabbos, as early as Friday night. Yet, Moshe correctly 

understood the instructions to mean that the three day prep-

arations would only begin Wednesday night. The three day 

readiness would continue through Thursday, Thursday night, 

Friday and Friday night. The Torah was then given on Shab-

bos day. Because the command was not just for 2½ days, but 

a full three days, the Torah was given on Shabbos day, not 

Friday night.  

 R’ Yosef commemorated this by celebrating with a fat 

calf, which is called a עגלא תלתא - from the term “ תלתא”  

meaning “three”. R’ Yosef was distinguished in his memory 

skills, for the luchos were eventually broken, and forgetful-

ness of Torah descended into the world.   � 

1) Banishing one who emits semen (cont.)  

The Gemara continues to unsuccessfully challenge R’ 

Yochanan’s position of equating one who emits semen with a 

zav.  

A Baraisa was cited before R’ Yitzchak bar Avdimi that 

teaches that one who emits semen must leave two camps - that 

of the Shechinah and that of the Levites.  

R’ Yitzchak bar Avdimi objects to the wording of the 

Baraisa and adjusts it slightly to contain a more logical progres-

sion. Ravina unsuccessfully challenges the Baraisa.  
 

 מיחוי קרביו (2

Two explanations of the words מיחוי קרביו are presented.  

A pasuk is identified as the source of one of the interpreta-

tions.  
 

3) Resurrection  

The Gemara continues to expound that pasuk and one of 

the interpretations uses this pasuk as a source for the concept of 

resurrection.  

R’ Shmuel bar Nachmani in the name of R’ Yonasan pre-

sents an alternative source for resurrection.  

Additional issues related to resurrection and future eras are 

presented.  
 

4) Burning the fats  

R’ Shimon notes that permitting the burning of fats on 

Shabbos indicates how dear a mitzvah is in its time.  
 

5) Warts  

The Gemara notes a contradiction regarding the removal of 

warts between our Mishnah and a המש in עירובין. 

Two resolutions are presented to resolve the contradiction.  
 

6) Clarifying the Mishnah  

The Gemara explains that the rationale behind R’ Yehosh-

ua’s disagreement in the Mishnah is based upon his opinion 

that rejoicing on Yom Tov is a mitzvah. 
 

7) Celebrating Yom Tov  

R’ Yochanan explains how R’ Eliezer and R’ Yehoshua in-

terpret the same pasuk as support for their respective positions 

regarding the proper way to celebrate Yom Tov.  

R’ Elazar presents further clarification about how different 

Yomim Tovim should be celebrated.  

The Gemara relates how two Amoraim would celebrate 

Yom Tov. The Gemara relates how R’ Sheishes demonstrated 

his love for Torah.  
 

8) Clarifying the dispute between R’ Eliezer and R’ Yehoshua  

R’ Ashi notes how R’ Yehoshua’s proof is valid even accord-

ing to R’ Eliezer’s position that Yom Tov needs are discretion-

ary.    � 



Number 390— ח“פסחים ס  

How should one spend his time on Yom Tov?  
ט אלא או אוכל ושותה או יושב ושוה. “ א אומר אין לו לאדם ביו “ ר 
מר בריה דרביא ‘  וחציו לכם. וכו ‘  יהושע אומר חלקהו חצוי לד ‘  ר 

כולה שתא הוה יתיב בתעיתא לבר מעצרתא ופוריא ומעלי יומא 
 דכיפורי

R. Eliezar said, “One has two options on Yom Tov: He may either 

eat and drink or sit and learn.” R. Yehoshua said, “One should di-

vide his day--half for Hashem and half for himself. Mar bar Ravina 

used to fast the entire year except Shavuos, Purim, and erev Yom Kip-

pur.  

T he Baal HaMaor1 explains that Mar Bar Ravina holds like 

R. Eliezer that it is permitted to fast on Yom Tov. He there-

fore permitted himself to fast on Yom Tov (except Shavuos2, 

Purim, and erev Yom Kippur). The Ba’al HaMaor therefore 

rules according to R. Eliezer. Tosafos3, however, explain that 

no one permits fasting on Yom Tov. They hold that even R. 

Eliezer who says one can designate the entire day towards serv-

ing Hashem does not mean one should fast. Rather, the main 

focus of the day is the drashah, and afterwards one should eat 

and drink (to enjoy a little4) to fulfill simchas Yom Tov. Ac-

cording to this5, the reason why Mar bar Ravina fasted on 

Yom Tov was that he was so accustomed to fasting, he enjoyed 

it more than eating. Based on this we do not have to say that 

Mar bar Ravina held like R. Eliezer6. And indeed, the hala-

chah is like R. Yehoshua [not like R. Eliezer] and one who 

enjoys fasting may do so on Yom Tov7. Similarly, we find that 

although there is a mitzvah to have animal (beef) meat8 and 

wine on Yom Tov, one who enjoys chicken9 more can eat 

chicken instead. Also, one who does not enjoy10 wine does not 

have to drink it.  � 
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HALACHAH Highlight  

Learning with joy!  
רב ששת כל תלתין יומין מהדר ליה תלמידיא 
ותלי וקאי בעיברא דדשא ואמר: חדאי פשאי 

 לק קראי, לק תאי איי!—חדאי פשאי

I n our daf, we find that Rav Sheshes 

rejoiced in his learning, and he seems to 

say that he studied for the joy of it. Rav 

Elazar takes the position that one learns 

in order to maintain Creation—for 

Hashem’s sake, as it were. The Gemara 

concludes that both are true; people learn 

for themselves, and this is what keeps the 

world going.  

Shem MiShmuel, zt”l, explains that in 

the beginning, the joy one takes in learn-

ing helps to rectify one’s own soul and 

character. It is only later that one can truly 

learn לשמה, because the mitzvos and 

Torah study of a more perfect person have 

a far greater impact on the upper and low-

er worlds. Since the first level is a neces-

sary step on the way to the second level, it 

is also considered לשמה—provided that 

one means to get to higher places! As we 

see from Rav Sheshes, the sign of true To-

rah study is פשאי חדאי -  Rejoice, my soul! 

Rav Yisroel Salanter, zt”l, had a stu-

dent who was famous for his diligence as 

well as his creative thinking. He had the 

distinction of being both a  מתמיד and a 

 This bochur studied many years .מחדש

under Rav Yisroel, but one day, to the 

shock and dismay of all the other stu-

dents, the “prodigy” went off the derech!  

When the terrible news was brought 

to the Rav, he displayed no surprise at all. 

“During all the years that I oversaw this 

student’s progress, I never detected the 

least glimmer of joy on his face. He 

worked very hard to grasp the depth of a 

subject, but it was obvious that he was 

never really moved by any of his insights. 

He never allowed himself to be connected 

to the Torah, and so it was easy for him to 

fall away!”    � 

STORIES Off the Daf  

 REVIEW and Remember 
1. What are the two explanations of the phrase מיחוי קרביו? 

2. What are two sources for the principle of resurrection? 

3. How do R’ Eliezer and R’ Yehoshua derive their respective 

opinions regarding the proper celebration of Yom Tov? 

4. What was R’ Yosef’s favorite Yom Tov? 


