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OVERVIEW of the Daf Distinctive INSIGHT 
The Torah exempts someone who has no awareness 

 אוס רחמא פטריה –
 שחטו ומצא טריפה בסתר פטור

T he Mishnah rules that the Korban Pesach is al-

lowed to be slaughtered on Shabbos. If the animal is 

later found to have an internal defect (טריפה) and the 

korban is therefore not valid, the act of slaughtering is 

not looked upon as a violation of Shabbos, because 

the person who did it had no way of knowing that 

this was not going to be valid (it is an סאו). We see 

from here that if a person unwittingly was involved in 

a sinful act, the person is exempt from all liability.  

ת פים מאירות“שו  (3:19) learns from here that if a 

person eats from a chicken which later is found to 

have one of the eighteen internal fatal defects that 

render the chicken not kosher, that person does not 

require any atonement for having eaten non-kosher 

meat, for he is an סאו. 

Chelkas Yaakov (O.C. 16) discusses a person who 

bought tefillin from a reliable sofer, and after three 

years the tefillin were checked, and a word in a parch-

ment of the shel rosh was missing a letter. Based upon 

the ruling of the Panim Me’iros, he concludes that the 

buyer needs no atonement for having missed tefillin 

for three years, for he is an סאו. 

ת רב פעלים“שו  takes this issue one more step (Vol. 

4, Sod Yesharim #5). We know that a person who in-

gests non-kosher food has his body and soul defiled 

with the deleterious effects of the vile foodstuffs. Yet 

when the person has no knowledge of the prohibited 

aspect of the בילה, he is spared this damage. The non

-kosher food has a potential spiritual danger hovering 

on it, and when a person eats it, this harmful power 

transfers to him and his body. Therefore, if the per-

son is totally unaware that this consumption is prob-

lematic, this spiritual harm has no ability to penetrate 

into his soul.    � 

1) Shelamim (cont.)  

A proof to the ruling of Ulla in the name of R’ 

Elazar is suggested but refuted.  

Two unsuccessful attempts are made to refute R’ 

Elazar’s ruling.  

Ravin in the name of R’ Elazar ruled that a 

Shelamim offered on the fourteenth does fulfill the 

mitzvah of simchah, even if it is eaten on the fif-

teenth, but does not fulfill the obligation of offering a 

Chagigah.  

 This ruling is unsuccessfully challenged.  

 

2) The Sacrificial parts of the Chagigah of the fif-

teenth  

R’ Kahana demonstrates from a pasuk that the sac-

rificial parts of a Chagigah become disqualified if left 

out overnight without being placed on the mizbe’ach.  

R’ Yosef, with Rava’s explanation, successfully ob-

jects to R’ Kahana’s exposition, although he accepts 

the ruling.  

 

3) MISHNAH: The Mishnah presents the conse-

quences for one who offers either the wrong korban 

or the correct korban incorrectly on Shabbos. R’ 

Eliezer, R’ Yehoshua and R’ Meir debate whether 

there is liability for one who transgresses Shabbos 

while attempting to perform a mitzvah.   � 

 REVIEW and Remember 
1. How does one fulfill the obligation of joy on Yom 

Tov when Yom Tov and Shabbos coincide? 

2. Why did Abaye reject R’ Yosef’s challenge to R’ Ka-

hana? 

3. How did the Gemara ultimately refute R’ Kahana’s 

exposition? 

4. Explain טעה בדבר מצוה ועשה מצוה. 



Number 393— א“פסחים ע  

The Mitzvah of Simcha on the first night of Yom Tov  
או איו אלא ‘  ט האחרון לשמחה וכו “ והיית שמח לרבות לילי יו 

 ט הראשון תלמוד לומר אך חילק“לילי יו

“And you should be happy” comes to include a Mitzvah of being 

happy on the last night of Yom Tov…Perhaps this only teaches a 

Mitzvah of simcha on the first night of Yom Tov? That is why the 

verse says “ach” to qualify the verse.  

T he Gemara explains two reasons why there is no Mitz-

vah of simcha on the first night of Yom Tov. According to 

Ulah, one can not fulfill his obligation of “simcha” with 

the Korban Shelamim which he brought on erev Yom Tov. 

Therefore, on the first night of Yom Tov, he has nothing 

with which to rejoice. Ravin, however, holds that one can 

indeed fulfill his obligation of “simcha” with the Shelamim 

he brings on erev Yom Tov. The pasuk would therefore 

exclude the mitzvah of simcha on the first night of Yom 

Tov. It is more reasonable to say that the requirement of 

simcha is on the last night of Yom Tov, in the context of 

preexisting simcha, when simcha has already taken place 

for the entire festival, rather than the first night, when no 

simcha has yet been celebrated. 

The aforementioned discussion applied in the times of 

the Beis HaMikdash, when the mitzvah of simcha was ful-

filled through the eating of the meat of the Korban 

Shelamim. Nowadays, there is a difference of opinion how 

one fulfills this mitzvah. According to the Shagas Aryeh1, 

even nowadays the mitzvah of simcha on the first night of 

Yom Tov is only a rabbinic command. This is based on the 

reason of Ravin discussed above. However, there are those2 

who hold that Ulah’s limitation only applied when the 

Shelamim of Simcha were brought. However, nowadays, 

when we fulfill the mitzvah of simcha through other 

means3, there is a Biblical obligation of simcha even on the 

first night of Yom Tov. Either way, there is certainly a rab-

binic obligation of simcha on the first night. Based on this, 

women can begin wearing their new Yom Tov dress on the 

first night of Yom Tov4, and children may also enjoy the 

treats which they received for Yom Tov, even on the first 

night.     � 
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 איו אלא מדרבן
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HALACHAH Highlight  

Simcha in the darkness  
ט האחרון “ והיית אך שמח לרבות לילי י 

 לשמחה

S hemini Atzeres is the Jewish Peo-

ple’s private audience with the King, 

after the seventy nations, represented 

by the seventy bulls, have departed. On 

today’s daf, we see from the fact that 

the Torah hinges the mitzvah to rejoice 

on Shemini Atzeres as a whole on the 

night, that night is more “important” 

than the light of day. Why? Because 

klal Yisroel parallels the night, the time 

when darkness descends and nothing is 

clear. The special quality of our people 

is our willingness to subjugate our un-

derstanding before the Torah’s wisdom 

when the halachah defies comprehen-

sion. This figurative descent into the 

darkness is like the night. When we do 

so, our will becomes unified with the 

One who gave the Torah and we are 

empowered to do what the Torah de-

mands, no matter how difficult. This is 

why so many Jews were willing to die al 

kiddush Hashem, rejoicing to do His 

Will no matter what the cost.  

During the Holocaust, the Klausen-

berger Rebbi, zt”l, was sent as part of a 

large Jewish contingent to Warsaw to 

clear up the rubble left after the cruel 

destruction of the Ghetto, to hide evi-

 dence of the massacre. The Nazis,  ימח

 quartered the starving Jews in ,שמם

squalid barracks, beat them cruelly, 

and forced them to dismantle the re-

maining buildings one backbreaking 

load of bricks at a time. One day, while 

sifting through the endless wreckage, 

the Rebbi found a precious artifact—a 

kosher pair of tefillin! Despite the dan-

ger to his life, the Rebbi smuggled the 

contraband tefillin back to the camp 

and spread the word that anyone will-

ing to take the risk was welcome to use 

them. Many boys and men sneaked 

into the Rebbi’s barracks, putting their 

lives at risk for the brief chance to do 

the priceless mitzvah. There were days 

when dozens of people waited patiently 

in line—for what amounted to the op-

portunity to be פש על קידוש השם מוסר.
� 

STORIES Off the Daf  


