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1) Eating before kiddush or havdalah (cont.)

Rava rules: If one eats before kiddush or havdalah, the
kiddush or havdalah may still be recited. Someone who
did not recite kiddush on Friday night may recite kiddush
any time until Motzo’ei Shabbos. Someone who did not
recite havdalah on Motzo’ei Shabbos may recite havdalah
until sunset on Tuesday.

A second version of Rava’s ruling is cited in which
Rava rules that havdalah may only be recited through Sun-
day afternoon.

2) Havdalah on beer

The sons of R’ Chisda related an incident involving
Ameimar and his attitude towards making havdalah on
beer.

The Gemara deduces three halachos from the inci-
dent.

R’ Huna asked R’ Chisda if it is permitted to recite
kiddush on beer. R’ Chisda responded that it is prohibit-
ed. He continued to rule that beer may also not be used
for havdalah.

The Gemara relates a number of incidents and state-
ments that reflect a negative attitude towards beer.

3) Kos shel berachah

A Baraisa teaches that kiddush and birkas hamazon
may only be recited with a cup of wine.

A Baraisa teaches that there is dispute whether kid-
dush may be recited over a cup of beer. There is also a dis-
pute whether it is sufficient for a person merely to taste
the wine or if he must drink a cheekful.

R’ Huna in the name of Rav ruled that one who makes

kiddush must drink a cheekful to fulfill his obligation.

4) Defining NNy 7no
The Gemara inquires whether the Mishnah’s reference
to NNINY TIND referred to NYYTY NN or to MIVP NNIN.
Ravina demonstrates that the Mishnah must be refer-
ring to NMVP NMIN.

5) Eating snacks on Erev Pesach

R’ Assi permitted the eating of snacks on Erev Pesach
and R’ Yitzchok would dip and eat vegetables.

A Baraisa is cited that supports this practice.

Rava drank wine on Erev Pesach to stimulate his appe-

tite. W

Which beverages qualify as 719979 9917
NID NPT NN 2D ON IMMN NIDY NINIMN

The Gemara discusses using 1371 N for havdalah.
The idea is that wine was the standard beverage drunk dur-
ing a meal. In the absence of wine, sometimes a replace-
ment beverage was introduced to be consumed during the
meal, and this was the “wine-substitute” of that locale. If
wine was available, but it was not being used, no other bev-
erage would be elevated to the status of n»Tn 0N,
because wine itself remained the standard. Our Gemara
teaches that this wine-replacement could be used for kid-
dush or havdalah. The Rishonim present differing opin-
ions regarding the condition of wine not being available.

Rashbam writes that this refers to where there is no
wine in the city. Tur cites other opinions that explain that
it means there are no vineyards where grapes are grown
and wine is produced in the vicinity of the city. According
to these opinions, even if the stores are stocked with plen-
ty of wine, if it is not grown locally and the main beverage
consumed are therefore types other than wine, these other
beverages can already be considered as 1371 90n.

N°9an holds that if wine is available at all, even if it is
expensive, no other beverage can be used as nNy»™H MN.
Rema (O. C. 182:2) rules leniently in regards to the cup

(Continued on page 2)
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2. How much wine must one drink to fulfill the mitzvah

3. What beverage must be used for the cup of birkas

4. According to the Gemara’s conclusion, when is it

1. What were the names of R’ Chisda’s sons?

of making a berachah on a cup of wine?

hamazon?

prohibited to begin a meal on Erev Pesach?
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Saying havdalah on beer, milk, or tea
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He said, “if so it is 72270 9N.” Rashbam explains, “water,
however, is not considered 77279 99N and one can not say

havdalah over water even if there is no beer or wine available.”

Rabbeinu Dovid' explains that even if one were to
(halachically) set himself to drink water, it would still re-
main (halachically) insignificant. Based on this there are
those who say that only water has this halachically insignifi-
cant quality, but milk or tea would be viable options. This
is also the opinion of the Maharsham?® that in a locale
where it is normal for the inhabitants to drink milk, it is
possible that it is conferred the status of N3 “N. Other
Poskim® argue and say that a drink does not earn the status
of NYTH N unless it is of the quality that people honor
one another with serving it even when the other party is
not thirsty, but simply for honor’s sake. Therefore they
maintain that drinks such as seltzer®, lemonade, and “light
drinks®” (e.g. juices made of artificial flavoring) which are
almost completely water and are only drunk to quench
one’s thirst would not even be permitted as N7 90N ina

(Insight...Continued from page 1)
used for birkas hamazon, and he holds that even if wine is
readily available throughout the city, but if it is expensive,
it is considered relatively “unavailable”, and other beverag-
es can then be used for birkas hamazon.

Meiri writes that in order to qualify as 13> N, it is
adequate that most people of that area who do not have
wine would then switch to drink that other beverage. W

pressing situation®. Milk and tea’should not be used in a
country where wine is commonly found (accessible). W
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force. Only then does eating fill one

Just before midnight, Rav
Avrohom Mordechai seemed to re-
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First work, then eat!
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Rav Tzaddok HaKohen, zt”l,
taught that the usual times for eating
the first meal of the day indicate some-
thing far greater than appetite. Eating
has the power to fill a person with arro-
gance; it actually increases the sub-
stance of the person, and if one eats
before prayer he could make the mis-
take of thinking that he is the source of
his own vitality. This is why it is so im-
portant to pray first, in order to
demonstrate that one recognizes the
true source of his sustenance and life-

with humility rather than conceit. The
usual meal-time for average person was
four hours into the day, or six for
scholars. Agripas ate at the ninth
hour—for it was only then that he had
finished all the spiritual work he need-
ed to do before the meal.

As a young man, the Imrei Emes,
zt’l, traveled by train to Biala to visit
his father-in-law. During the entire
journey, Rav Avrohom Mordechai
studied his Gemara without pause. He
happened to share his carriage with
another young Jew . The fellow glanced
repeatedly at the masmid with uncon-
cealed admiration, marveling at his
diligence. “I've never seen such intense
hasmadah in my life!” he remarked to

himself.

member something, took a look at his
pocket watch, and exclaimed, “It’s
nearly chatzos!” He laid aside his pre-
cious sefer, took out a sandwich, and
polished it off quickly.

The stranger took this in with sur-
prise: How could a talmid chochom
unceremoniously drop his studies and
eat so ravenously’

Rav Avrohom Mordechai seemed
to read the young man’s mind. “The
truth is that [ am not at all hungry. My
mother gave me this sandwich with
instructions to eat it for supper today.
As soon as | saw the time, I rushed to
finish it quickly—for how could I diso-
bey my mother?! W
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