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OVERVIEW of the Daf Distinctive INSIGHT 
Tehillim 136 and earning a living 

קשין מזוותיו של אדם כקריעת ים סוף דכתיב ותן לחם לכל בשר 
 וסמיך ליה לגוזר ים סוף לגזרים

T he Gemara teaches a lesson about the difficulty of 

earning a living from the fact that the verse regarding suste-

nance in Tehillim 136 is situated next to the verse which 

discusses the splitting of the Yam Suf. Maharsha notes that, 

notwithstanding, these verses are not adjacent one to the 

other. The verse of splitting the waters of the Yam Suf is 

verse 13, while the verse which refers to our daily bread is 

verse 25. If the Gemara means to associate these two verses 

simply due to their being in the same chapter, then the les-

son could have pointed out that the difficulty of maintain-

ing one’s livelihood is comparable to any of the miracles 

mentioned in the chapter, such as Creation itself, or like 

the miracle of the death of the first-born in Egypt. What is 

the meaning of the connection between earning a living 

and the splitting of the waters of the Yam Suf?  

 explains that there is a series of verses at the חכמת מוח

beginning of this chapter of Tehillim which lists natural 

occurrences, such as “He made the Heavens with under-

standing...He spread the earth upon the waters...He made 

great luminaries...the sun...the moon, etc.” Later, the chap-

ter highlights overt miracles and supernatural events. Ac-

cordingly, the verse which tells of Hashem providing food 

for all creatures should have been in the earlier part of the 

chapter, together with the natural events. Why does it ap-

pear much later, among the supernatural events? It is to 

teach that providing provisions for all creatures is not a sim-

ple thing, but it is a great miracle, just like the splitting of 

the Yam Suf.  

The reference to the miracle of the splitting of the sea 

specifically from among the other supernatural miracles 

listed is because it is, perhaps, the most spectacular among 

the events listed.  Furthermore, the Zohar highlights a fasci-

nating aspect of the splitting of the Yam Suf, in that as a 

result of its waters dividing, the benefit was enjoyed by both 

those who were deserving as well as those who were sinners 

among the nation.  Some people among the Jewish nation 

were still involved in idol worship, and even the idol of 

Michah passed through the walls of water.  So, too, the mir-

acle God's providing sustenance to all is a benefit which is 

not limited to the righteous or otherwise deserving of God's 

beneficence.  It is provided for all.  This is truly an impres-

sive miracle which we witness regularly, and to which we 

declare - "His kindness endures forever!"   

1)  Birkas HaShir 

R’ Yehudah and R’ Yochanan disagree regarding explain-

ing what is meant by “Birkas HaShir.” 
 

2) Hallel HaGadol  

A Baraisa records a dispute concerning what is said over 

the fourth cup of wine at the seder. 

Three different opinions define what constitutes Hallel 

HaGadol. 

R’ Yochanan explains why Hallel HaGadol is called by 

that title. 

Different parts of the chapter are explained 
 

3) Sustenance 

R’ Yochanan presents two illustrations of how difficult it 

is for Hashem to provide sustenance for mankind 

The Gemara digresses to discuss Adam’s reaction to the 

curse he received following his sin. 

Another illustration is presented, in the name of R’ 

Elazar ben Azaryah, of the difficulty of providing sustenance. 

Different related teachings from R’ Elazar ben Azaryah 

are presented. 
 

4) Hallel 

The Gemara provides three explanations why we recite 

the regular Hallel rather then Hallel HaGadol 

Two opinions are presented regarding who was the first 

to say the phrase לעולם‘ ואמת ה . 
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 REVIEW and Remember 
1. What caused Adam HaRishon to cry? 

2. What are the five important matters that are contained 

in the standard Hallel? 

3. Why did the fish of the sea declare לעולם‘ ואמת ה ? 

4. How much food will be distributed amongst those 

who study Torah? 



Number 440— ח“פסחים קי  

Jewish style 
מי גרם להם לישראל שיתפזרו לבין אומות העולם? קריבות שהיו 

 חפצין בהן

What caused Bnei Yisroel to be scattered amongst the nations? The 

friendships that they desired to have with them. 

T he Gemara in Shabbos1 similarly states: “R’ Papa said: If 

there would be no more יהירי there would be no more 

 refers to Jews who יהירי Rashi explains that ”.אמגושי

arrogantly sport long hairstyles and extravagant clothing like 

the non-Jews, and אמגושי are those who provoke others to 

idolatry, causing us to be despised [by God].  

Some authorities hold that there is no law requiring one 

to wear clothing that is distinct from the non-Jews. The only 

prohibition would be to wear their foolish clothing in order to 

imitate them or to dress in non-Jewish styles that entails any 

breach in modesty.3 Rav Moshe Feinstein4 rules accordingly 

and also permits one to be called by a non-Jewish name.5 Oth-

ers6 dispute this position and opine that the law does require 

remaining dissimilar to the non-Jews in one’s mode of dress 

and choice of name. Everyone agrees, however, that one must 

be recognizably Jewish7.  For instance,8 a man should cover his 

head with a yarmulke, rather than a toupee9 that is not a rec-

ognizable head covering. Nevertheless, R’ Moshe10 does allow 

someone in need of livelihood to wear such a head covering to 

a job interview if he will be able to wear a proper yarmulke to 

work once hired.  � 
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HALACHAH Highlight  

As difficult as splitting the sea… 
 קשיון מזוותיו של אדם כקריעת ים סוף

R av Yehoshua of Ostrovo, zt”l, asks 

the obvious question:  How could we say 

that securing a person’s livelihood is as 

difficult for Hashem as splitting the sea?  

Could it be that splitting the sea was a 

chore for Hashem?  Rather, if a person 

sees that he is having a hard time making 

a living, he should focus on the fact that 

according to the natural order, it would 

have been impossible to split the sea—it 

was faith and trust in Hashem alone that 

resulted in its being split. The same is 

true of one’s livelihood. If a person 

would only trust completely in Hashem, 

his needs would certainly be met. 

Reb Leibel Glazer, a chossid of the 

Sfas Emes, zt”l, of Ger was once in diffi-

cult straits.  He had sat and learned a few 

years after his wedding according to the 

terms of the wedding agreement, fully 

supported by his father-in-law. Eventually 

the agreed-upon time passed, and he was 

forced to seek a livelihood to support his 

growing family. Even so, he refused to 

dedicate more than four hours a day to 

business so that the rest of his time 

could be devoted to Torah study and 

avodas Hashem.  As his family grew, 

however, it seemed as though he would 

need to spend more time in business.  At 

that point, the Sfas Emes passed away 

and Reb Leibel approached his succes-

sor, the Imrei Emes, zt”l, for advice in-

stead.  

After explaining his situation at 

length, he submitted his question.  

“Rebbe, I think that I really have no 

choice in the matter.  Do I or do I not 

need to devote more of my day to busi-

ness?” 

The Rebbe listened patiently to Reb 

Leibel’s story, but when it came to a re-

sponse, he answered with lightning 

quickness.  “Maybe yes, maybe no — but 

what does your having to work more or 

not have to do with decreasing the time 

set aside for your learning?  What has 

the Gemara done to deserve getting 

shortchanged like that?” 

The chossid took this as a clear an-

swer… and he cut back his time at busi-

ness to two hours a day.  � 

STORIES Off the Daf  

Different pesukim from Hallel are expounded. 

The Gemara quotes a number of teachings R’ Yishmael 

the son of R’ Yosi, cited in his father’s name. 

Following up on one of the teachings from R’ Yishmael 

the son of R’ Yosi, Rebbi taught that the abundance of food 

collected by Rome will be distributed amongst those who 

study Torah. 

Different parts of the related pasuk in Yeshaya are ex-

plained    � 
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