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1) Yom Tov that falls after Shabbos (cont.)

The Gemara concludes its presentation of all the different
opinions regarding the order of the berachos to be recited when
Yom Tov falls after Shabbos.

Upon request from Shmuel, Rebbi reported in the name of
R’ Yehoshua ben Chananyah that the proper order of the bra-
chos is ner, havdalah, wine and kiddush.

R’ Chanina explained the rationale for this approach as
follows: It is proper etiquette to first accompany the king that is
departing before greeting the duke that is arriving.

Abaye and Rava disagree regarding the final ruling on this
issue and the Gemara concludes, in accordance with Rava’s
opinion, that the correct order is *“Tp>.

2) The order of havdalah

When reciting havdalah Rava recited the berachah on
besamim before he recited the berachah on the flame.

R’ Huna bar Yehudah challenged Rava from the Mishnah
that indicates that both Beis Shammai and Beis Hillel agree that
the berachah on the flame should be recited first.

Rava responded: That Mishnah reflects R’ Meir’s under-
standing but according to R’ Yehudah there is a dispute on the
matter and R’ Yochanan reports that people follow R’ Yehu-
dah’s understanding of the dispute.

3) Making a second berachah on the cup of wine used for bir-
kas hamazone

R’ Yaakov bar Abba noticed that Rava made one berachah
on a cup of wine when he recited kiddush and a second
berachah on the cup he used for birkas hamazone.

When challenged about this practice Rava explained that
birkas hamazone constitutes an interruption that necessitates a
new berachah.

The Gemara tells of an incident that relates to this issue
and it emerges from the incident that Mar Zutra and R’ Ashi
disagree whether halachah follows the opinion of those who
maintain that birkas hamazone constitutes an interruption that
necessitates a new bracha.

4) Using a torch for havdalah

R’ Yaakov bar Abba noticed that Rava’s attendant went out
of his way to light a torch for havdalah. When pressed about the
matter Rava responded that use of a torch is the ideal way to
perform the mitzvah.

5) The language of the berachah for havdalah

R’ Yaakov bar Abba noticed that Rava declared four separa-
tions in his berachah for havdalah and questioned why he recit-
ed such a long text.

Rava begins to explain why he used such a long text when

he made havdalah. W

No blessing for spices after Yom Tov
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: ; e find here a myriad of opinions of the Amoraim
and their suggested arrangement for the berachos for when
Yom Tov falls out on Motzo’ei Shabbos. Yet, all agree that
the berachah for spices is not to be said. Rashbam explains
that the reason we normally recite a berachah on smelling
of spices on Motzo’ei Shabbos is in order to restore our
soul which is distressed due to the loss of the neshama
yeseira which we enjoyed over Shabbos, and which is now
being taken from us as Shabbos leaves. However, explains
Rashbam, when Yom Tov begins as Shabbos begins, the
soul remains sustained with a neshama yeseira of the Yom
Tov , and the soul does not require the aromatic fragrance
of the spices to remain vitalized.

Tosafos points out a problem with the words of Rash-
bam. If it is true that we possess a neshama yeseira on Yom
Tov, then we should expect that smelling of spices would be
a feature of the havdalah whenever Yom Tov ends. Yet this
is not the case. There is no berachah for spices at the con-
clusion of Yom Tov.

Ramban (Emuna u’Bitachon Ch. 21) writes that alt-
hough the neshama yeseira of Shabbos departs with the
conclusion of Shabbos each week, this is not true with this
added element to our soul which is added for Yom Tov.
This neshama yeseira does not leave when Yom Tov ends.
The Kedushas Levi (Drush 'Pesach) explains that the kedu-
sha of Yom Tov is designated by the Jews themselves as they
determine the date of Rosh Chodesh each month. The
neshama yeseira of Yom Tov is developed through the ser-
vice of man, by means of the davening and the festive meals
in which we partake. Because the essence of the spirit of the
day is fashioned by man, the spiritual charge which the soul
enjoys does not dissipate once Yom Tov ends. This is in
contrast to the neshama yeseira of Shabbos which is given
totally as a gift, and which is therefore easily lost once Shab-
bos ends.

Others explain that Rashbam means that there is a
neshama yeseira for Yom Tov, but when it leaves, it does
not cause a shock to the soul. This neshama yeseira is much
milder than that of Shabbos, and with its departure there is
no need to arrange to have spices to revive the soul. Wl
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Can one continue to eat after deciding his meal is over?
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This is what Rav said, “Once you say ‘give us (the cup) and let us bentch’”
you are no longer allowed to continue drinking for you have diverted your
mind from drinking.

here are those who hold' that the halachic end of a meal also
applies to one who was eating and said, “give us and let us
bentch” (i.e. he would no longer be allowed to continue eating).
Others hold? this law only applies to continuing to drink during
the meal but if he were eating in a halachically “set fashion’,” an
overall diversion of the mind would not interrupt his meal. To
interrupt such a meal would require something like washing ©M
o> INN* or actually taking the cup for birkas hamazone®. There is
no clear decision on which opinion we follow®. The Mishna Beru-
ra’ therefore says that ideally one should be careful not to eat after
saying, “come let us say a berachah achronah,” however, Tay>1a®
one would not say another berachah rishonah.

The definition of “diverting your mind” is a clear decision to
stop eating. Therefore’, in our days where it is quite normal for
one to think that he will stop eating, but then continue to eat,
there is generally not an official decision to stop eating. There are
those who say'® further that if the husband decides to stop eating
and his wife brings out more food it is not considered a diversion
because one’s decision is based on the person bringing the food
and not on the husband (the consumer). W
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1. What is the logic of Rava’s position regarding 1*mp>?

2. Why did Rava make a berachah on two cups of wine in the
“same meal”?

3. Why does the Gemara reject R’ Ashi’s explanation for why he
made only one berachah for all the cups of wine that he

drank?

4. What makes a torch more preferred for havdalah than a can-

dle?
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world and the ultimate unity that underlies
all of creation. Once a person is suffused

The fragrance of Shabbos
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On today’s daf we find a dispute be-
tween Beis Shammai and Beis Hillel regard-
ing which blessing comes first during hav-
dalah: The blessing over the spices, or over
the fire? Rabbi Yochanan states that the
Jewish people follow the practice of Beis
Hillel, to first bless over the spices, and only
afterward over the fire. According to the
Likutei Halachos, the spices embody the
heavenly fragrance of Shabbos itself, the
sense of the presence of Hashem in the

with that heady fragrance, he can confront
the apparent multiplicity of forces in the
natural world (symbolized by fire) without
losing his faith. He'll be able to see that
even the smallest details of this world are
orchestrated by Divine Providence.

A chossid once approached the Sefas
Emes, zt”l, for advice. A girl from a Gerrer
family in Kozhnitz had been recommended
for his son, and he wanted to know if he
should go ahead with the shidduch.

“Did you look into it!” asked the Reb-
be.

“I sent a friend to Kozhnitz to look into
the family. He stopped the very first man he
met in the town, asked about the family,

and the stranger sang their praises.”

The Rebbe nodded and said, “It ap-
pears as though Heaven is smiling on the
match. Mazel tov...”

The man was surprised by the Rebbe’s
response—this was not his usual manner.
Later, he asked one of the Rebbe’s relatives
to find out more.

The Rebbe smiled and said, “The fa-
ther of the girl came to see me a while ago
with bitter complaints that everyone in the
town is against him, except for one good
friend. Should he move so that he’ll be able
to marry off his daughter? What hap-
pened—the friend who went to Kozhnitz to
check into the family ran right into their
only ally in the whole town! It was clearly

from Heaven!”
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