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Distinctive INSIGHT  OVERVIEW of the Daf 
1) Clarifying the dispute between Tanna Kamma and R’ Yehu-

dah (cont.) 

The Gemara concludes its question against R’ Yehudah’s 

position in the Beraisa where he prohibits the juice that oozes 

from mulberries and pomegranates even when the owner had no 

specific intent. 

Two answers are presented to resolve the contradiction. 

Previously, Shmuel stated that R’ Yehudah agrees with Rab-

banan regarding grapes and olives and a Beraisa supports that 

statement. However, Shmuel also stated that Rabbanan agree with 

R’ Yehudah and permit the liquid that oozes from other fruits. 

The Gemara asks for evidence for Shmuel’s second statement. 

A Beraisa is cited which demonstrates that Rabbanan agree 

with R’ Yehudah concerning the juice that oozes from other fruits. 

The Beraisa just quoted that the members of Menashya bar 

Menachem’s household would squeeze pomegranates for their 

juice during the week. R’ Nachman rules like the opinion of the 

members of Menashya bar Menachem’s household. 

Rava expresses difficulty with the fact that R’ Nachman ruled 

like the members of Menashya bar Menachem’s household when 

they are not Tannaim who expressed a ruling in the Beraisa.  

Two explanations are offered, one by the Gemara and one by 

R’ Pappa. 

As a tangent the Gemara quotes a Mishnah in Mikvaos that 

rules that if olive water fell into a mikvah and changed its appear-

ance the mikvah is invalid. Abaye and Rava disagree why olive 

water invalidates the mikvah and their dispute parallels a previ-

ously mentioned dispute between Tannaim on the same issue. 

2) Squeezing grapes 

R’ Yehudah in the name of Shmuel rules: It is permitted to 

squeeze grapes into a pot of food but not into a bowl. 

R’ Chisda applies Shmuel’s teaching to milking goats. 

The Gemara summarizes Shmuel’s position as follows: A liq-

uid extracted into a food is considered food and therefore not 

subject to the prohibition against squeezing out liquids. 

The Gemara begins a series of challenges to Shmuel’s posi-

tion.  

Squeezing Pomegranates 
 ושל בית משיא בר מחם היו סוחטין ברמוים

T he Gemara differentiates between fruit which is grown and 

used for its fruit, and that which is grown in order to squeeze and 

use for its juice. A fruit which is grown to be eaten as a fruit may 

have its juice squeezed from it on Shabbos, because this is merely 

separating food from food. However, a fruit which is primarily 

grown for its juice may not be squeezed on Shabbos, because this 

is a form of threshing, where the desirable contents of a commod-

ity is removed from its husk or shell. Here, the juice is being ex-

tracted from its fruity container. In analyzing pomegranates, we 

are told that the family of Beis Menashya used to squeeze them 

for their juice.. Rashi explains that because they did this even on 

weekdays, this demonstrates that this was a common manner of 

using pomegranates, and therefore it would be prohibited to 

squeeze a pomegranate on Shabbos. 

Rava then asks how can we refer to the family of Beis 

Menashya as being representative of the entire world? Most peo-

ple do not use pomegranates for their juice! Rava holds that the 

juice of a pomegranate is a food. Rav Chisda argues, and he holds 

that the lesson of the family of Beis Menashya is that because they 

chose to squeeze their pomegranates, this was a form of their de-

claring that they felt the juice was important. This gesture is called 

“ אחשביה”  , and although the rest of the world considered this 

product as a food, the family of Beis Menashya considered it 

juice. 

The Beis Yosef (O.C. 320) questions this explanation of Rav 

Chisda, because according to him, any time a person squeezes any 

fruit, he shows that the juice is important to him, and this should 

be prohibited on Shabbos. Yet the poskim rule that it is permit-

ted to squeeze fruit on Shabbos, other than olives, grapes, berries 

and pomegranates. Rather, it must be that we reject the opinion 

of Rav Chisda. The reason it is prohibited to squeeze pomegran-

ates is that although the Gemara wonders about it, the truth is 

that many people squeeze them, and their fruit is significant. 

These people do not comprise most of the world, but because 

many people do squeeze them, this gives the juice of pomegran-

ates their legal status as a juice. 

Rashba answers that, in fact, the halacha does accept the 

opinion of Rav Chisda. However, even Rav Chisda did not mean 

that any juice of fruit is a juice due to אחשביה. He simply meant 

that when we have a combination of many people squeezing a 

particular fruit, although they are not the majority of the world, 

their actions determine a meaningful אחשביה. However, if we 

have only an individual here and there who squeezes a fruit which 

everyone else eats as a food, his actions and thoughts do not cre-

ate a status of the juice being a legal liquid.  
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Squeezing onto solids 
א"ר יהודה אמר שמואל סוחט אדם אשכול של עבים לתוך הקדרה אבל 

 לא לתוך הקערה... אלמא קסבר משקה הבא לאוכל אוכל הוא

S queezing a fruit or vegetable directly onto a solid food is 

sometimes permissible. This exceptional rule is based on a Ha-

lachic principle known as "Mashkeh Habo L'Ochel" which dic-

tates that a liquid extracted from a solid directly onto a solid, is 

itself considered a solid, and does not acquire the Halachic status 

of a liquid at any stage. To comply with this rule, however, one of 

two conditions is required: 

1: The juice must improve the taste of the food 

2: The juice must become absorbed by the solid 

1) The juice must improve the taste of the food 

 The juice must be meant to somehow improve or en-

hance the taste of the food onto which it is squeezed. If this is the 

intention, then it is permitted even if the liquid accumulates and 

is not absorbed. 

 Example: It is permitted to squeeze lemon juice onto the icing of a cake 

to add a lemon flavor, even if most of the juice is not absorbed. 

However, most of the juice must be meant for the enhancement of 

the food. Therefore, one is not permitted to squeeze a lot of orange juice, 

for example, onto a small cookie when the main intention is aobviously to 

collect the juice, and not to improve the cookie. 

2) The juice must become absorbed by the solid 

If the liquid is not needed to enhance the food, it must be readily 

absorbed into the solid food.  

Example: A farmer may milk his cow by allowing the milk to spill directly 

into a pail filled with dried bread crumbs, even though the milk does not 

improve the crumbs. This is permitted as long as most of the milk be-

comes absorbed in the crumbs. Note: One may not milk into a pail of 

bran or oats. Adding the milk to the bran, etc., is the Melocho of Losh 

(Kneading).  

Similarly, one may squeeze lemon onto a sugar cube or into a spoon 

of granulated sugar even though his ultimate purpose is to contrive a 

permissible method of mixing the lemon-juice into the tea. (The sugar is 

considered a solid for this purpose).  

However, some Poskim question this particular application if 

the ultimate goal is to add the sugar to tea (or another drink). 

They rule that the sugar in this case must be classified as a liquid, 

since the sugar is mainly intended for the purpose of being imme-

diately added and subsequently dissolved into the liquid. Some 

people refrain from squeezing the lemon juice onto sugar for this 

reason).  

Since they are of the "Torah prohibited group", grapes and 

olives should not even be squeezed onto a solid food.  
1 The 39 Melachos, by Rabbi Dovid Ribiat, pages 345-346. Used with 

permission of the author. 
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Liquids Extracted to be used in Solid Food 
 אוכל הוא –משקה הבא לאוכל 

O ur Gemara concludes that  מפרק – 

threshing – only applies when a juice is 

squeezed out from a fruit to be used as a 

juice. However, if the juice is extracted into 

a solid food, or even if it is squeezed in to a 

bowl in order to be put into a solid dish, 

this is allowed. The reason for this being 

permitted is that it is considered as if we 

have taken an absorbed juice and moved it 

into another solid form. The prohibited act 

is only when we take a fruit with its ab-

sorbed juice and we extract the juice to be 

used or consumed as a liquid. 

The sefer  חלקת יואב (Question #58 in his 

 asks from our Gemara (קוטרס קבא קשייתא 

which states that the liquids of the Beis 

Hamikdash were tahor, and they are not sus-

ceptible to receive tum’ah. Rashi comments 

that this rule includes the oil which was 

squeezed from olives and which was used for 

the menachos (meal offerings). The oil which 

was extracted from the olives was initially 

drawn from the olives specifically in order to 

be added to the flour of the menachos. This 

would put them into the category of juice 

which is intended to be added into a solid 

mass. This would therefore define the olive 

oil as a solid, which can become tamei, and 

not as a liquid, as Rashi stated. 

There are many answers offered to this 

question. One simple approach is to say 

that although in the realm of the halachos 

of Shabbos we have liquids which are legally 

defined as solids, due to the intent present 

when the juice is being squeezed, however 

in the realm of the halachos of tum’ah, a 

liquid is a liquid, regardless of the intent to 

later add it to a solid mass. 

Another answer is that even on Shab-

bos, the only time an extracted juice has the 

status of a solid is when the intent is to im-

mediately add it to a solid mass that same 

Shabbos.However, the oil for the menachos 

was not prepared and used the same day. 

Because the olives were pressed during the 

harvest season, and it was only later added 

the flour at a later date, this oil would have a 

status of a liquid according to everyone.  

Gemara GEM   

HALACHAH Highlight  REVIEW and Remember 
1. Why are we more strict regarding tumah for milk than 

blood? 

2. What is unique about grapes and olives? 

3. Why did Rava protest R’ Nachman’s ruling in accordance 

with the practice of the household of Menashya bar Men-

achem? 

4. According to Rava, why does olive-water disqualify a mikvah? 


