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Distinctive INSIGHT OVERVIEW of the Daf 
1) Qualifying rulings in the Mishnah 

Rami bar Yechezkel taught that a woman may go out with a 

wad in her ear or in her sandal only if they are tied to the ear or 

sandal. 

Rava taught that a wad prepared for a woman who is a nid-

dah does not have to be tied down because due to its repulsive-

ness there is no fear that a woman would transport it. 

R’ Abba ruled that even if the wad had a handle it is still a 

repulsive item and could be worn on Shabbos. 

R’ Yochanan and R’ Yanai went out with wads in their ears 

that were not tied down, and the Gemara explains that it was 

because it was pressed tightly into the ear so that tying it down 

was unnecessary. 

The Gemara explains the function of each the items that a 

woman may have in her mouth as she goes out on Shabbos. 

R’ Zeira qualifies the strict ruling of the Chachamim re-

garding a false tooth to a false tooth made of gold, where there 

is a concern she would remove it to show her friend but a false 

tooth of silver is permitted. A Baraisa is cited that supports this 

qualification. 

Abaye groups together three Tannaim who subscribe to the 

concept that an item that would cause a person embarrassment 

is not subject to the concern that it will be removed to show a 

friend. 

2) MISHNAH:  The Mishnah continues to list items that a 

woman may have on her body as she goes out on Shabbos. 

 ציית (3

The Gemara explains that  יתצי is a wound on the foot 

and a sela coin is placed on the wound to promote healing. An 

explanation is given why a sela coin is helpful in promoting 

healing. 

4) The daughters of the father of Shmuel 

The father of Shmuel did not permit his daughters to go 

out with threads in their ears, to sleep with one another, and he 

made for them mikvaos during the days of Nissan and mats for 

immersing during the days of Tishrei. The Gemara explains 

what the father of Shmuel’s concern was regarding these prac-

tices. 

5) Fastening a cloak with a stone 

The Gemara highlights a contradiction in the Mishnah as 

to whether it is permitted to initially fasten the cloak on Shab-

bos. Abaye explains that the prohibitive ruling refers to a coin 

exclusively because of its muktza status. 

Abaye questioned the permissibility of using a nut to fasten 

a cloak when the intent is to transport the nut to feed a child. 

(Continued on page 2) 

The Fluctuating Flow of Rivers 
ופליגא דידיה אדידיה.  דאמר שמואל אין המים מטהרין בזוחלין אלא 

פרת ביומי תשרי בלבדופליגא דידיה אדידיה.  דאמר שמואל אין 
 המים מטהרין בזוחלין אלא פרת ביומי תשרי בלבד

T he two statements of Shmuel are not consistent with 

each other. Shmuel had said that the swelling of the river is 

from its own internal sources. This would mean that one 

would be allowed to immerse in the river even in Nisan, at the 

end of the rainy season. Then, however, Shmuel himself said 

that one may not immerse in a river, except in the Euphrates 

River in Tishrei.  This statement indicates that we are con-

cerned that the swelling and increased flow of rivers comes 

from rain overflow off the mountains. This is a contradiction. 

The resolution is that Shmuel holds that the increase of 

the river is from internal sources, and it would technically be 

permitted to immerse in any river, all year long. However, 

practically speaking, Shmuel did not rule according to his 

opinion, for he chose to be strict, and to disallow such immer-

sion, in consideration of the other opinion which attributes 

such overflow to rain water. 

Rabeinu Chanael, Rambam and Rif therefore rule that 

one may not immerse in a river except in Tishrei, when it is 

certain that the natural flowing water in the river is greater in 

volume than the rain runoff found there. If one did immerse 

in a river at other times of the year, then it depends. Ra’avad 

is of the opinion that if he submerged himself in a spot where 

(Continued on page 2) 

 REVIEW and Remember 
1. What was the difference between the opposition to R’ 

Yochanan and to R’ Yannai? 

2. What are the qualities of the sela coin that give it its heal-

ing powers? 

3. Where does the water in rivers come from (two opin-

ions)? 

4. Why does a coin present more of a muktza problem than 

a rock? 
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Wearing a suit-jacket over the shoulders 
 משה: הבות קטות יוצאות בחוטין ואפילו בקיסמין שבאזיהם. 

שמקבות אזיהם, ואין עושין זמים עד שיגדלו,  -רש"י:הבות קטות 
 -וותין חוטין או קסמים באזיהם שלא יסתמו אזיהם לוי"ה: ואפילו 

רבותא קאמר, דאף על גב דלאו תכשיט וי הוא אורחא בהכי ולא 
 משאוי הוא...

Mishnah: Young girls may go out on Shabbos with threads, and even 

with slivers of wood through their ears... 

R ashi explains that when the Mishnah says, “and even with 

slivers,” it means to teach us that although slivers worn in the 

ear cannot be considered as ornamental in any regard (i.e., not 

a tachshit), and therefore might have been regarded as being a 

burden (משאוי) which involves an איסור of carrying, 

Nevertheless, the girls are permitted to go out with these slivers. 

This is because it was customary for young girls who had their 

ears pierced, but who would not wear earrings until they were 

older, to put strings or slivers through their ears to prevent the 

holes from closing up. Although this is not a formal part of her 

wardrobe, since this was the prevalent custom, the slivers are 

not considered a burden. 

The Mishnah Berurah1 cites Rashi as the rationale for the 

Shulchan Aruch’s2 ruling in accordance with our Mishnah. 

Rashi’s rationale is the basis of quite a few practical applica-

tions. Since any customary manner in which one normally 

walks about is permissible, therefore one need not wear a gar-

ment in its most “formal” manner in order that it should not be 

considered a burden, but rather in any manner in which it is 

customary to wear it3.  Therefore, strictly speaking, even in a 

Reshus HaRabim, a suit jacket may be worn over one’s shoul-

ders (i.e., with the sleeves hanging limp by the sides).  It would 

also seem that included in this category, and therefore permit-

ted, would be to wear a raincoat with its connected belt even if 

the belt is not fastened.  

There are, however, certain qualifications that are suggested 

by Shemiras Shabbos K’Hilchasah. He notes that all this is true 

only in cases in which there is no reason to assume the item 

may fall and then might be carried in a Reshus HaRabim. In-

deed, Shemiras Shabbos K’Hilchasah suggests being stringent 

even in the case of the jacket on the shoulders (note 24). And 

although, according to many poskim, we generally do not walk 

in true Reshuyos HaRabim, nevertheless, it is laudable to be 

stringent4 (note 28).  
דאורחא   -משה ברורה סימן ש"ג ס"ק ס"ט: מותר לצאת בהם   .1

 בהכי ולאו משוי הוא:  
שו"ע אורח חיים סימן ש"ג סעיף כ': הבות קטות שוקבים  .2

אזיהם כדי לתת בהם זמים כשיגדלו וכדי שלא יסתמו הקבים 
ותים בהם קסמים מותר לצאת בהם וה"ה אם ותין חוטים 
באותם קבים שמותר לצאת בהם אם אים צבועים אבל אם 

 צבועים אסור: 
 שמירת שבת כהילכתה יח:ד  הערה כב   .3
ועכשיו   -משה ברורה סימן ש"א ס"ק קמ"א: וראוי לחוש לדבריו   .4

הגו להקל ואפשר משום דכיון שלהרבה פוסקים אין לו ר"ה 
מדאורייתא בזה"ז דגזור דילמא אתי לאתויי ומשמע מדברי 
האחרוים דאף שאין למחות ביד המקילין מ"מ ראוי לכל בעל פש 
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Faith Frees the Feeble 
 הקיטע יוצא בקב שלו

W hen a person who was suffering 

from poverty used to approach Rebbe 

Menachem Mendel of Visheve, the Rebbe 

used to encourage his visitor with an in-

sightful and helpful message which can be 

seen within the words of our Mishnah. 

When Dasan and Aviram challenged 

Moshe, and they eventually met their 

doom, the verse tells us (Devarim 11:6) the 

earth swallowed them up “along with their 

houses, their tents, and all that existed by 

their feet.” This final reference (all that exist-

ed by their feet) is speaking about their 

property, which allows them, so to say, to 

remain on their feet. Accordingly, a person 

who is lacking property can be considered 

lame. 

The way to advance beyond this des-

perate situation is with sincere and honest 

trust in Hashem. The numerical value—

gematria—of  האמו is 102, the same as the 

word קב, which is the word used in our 

Mishnah to describe the wooden stump 

which enables a lame person to walk.  The 

message hidden in the Mishnah is when a 

person is a קיטע—lame due to poverty, he 

can “go out with קב”—meaning he can 

progress beyond his state of being desti-

tute with האמו, which is equal to 102. 

The Gemara explains how the question is 

relevant according to both opinions re-

garding the use of subterfuge and the Ge-

mara leaves the question unresolved. 

6) MISHNAH:  The Mishnah begins to 

present the laws concerning items used by 

cripples.   

 (Gem...continued from page 1) 

Gemara GEM  

the water flows all year long, it is acceptable. The immersion 

would only be disqualified if a person entered the water at a 

spot where the river only expands and swells due to the rain 

water. 

Rabeinu Tam rules according to Shmuel’s original state-

ment, that all increase is from the river’s internal source.  Ac-

cordingly, Rabeinu Tam allows immersion in all rivers, all 

year long. The swelling of the waters is attributed to internal 

increase, and not to rain water.  Ran adds that even according 

to Rabeinu Tam, if the natural spring from which the river 

drew its source dries up, immersion in that river is not valid, 

for we cannot say that the flow is from its internal source. 

(Insight...continued from page 1) 
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