
Tues, May 12 2020  פ“י"ח אייר תש  

Today’s Daf Digest is dedicated  
 לע" גיטל בן יוסף הכהן ע"ה

Mrs. Gertrude Walder 

Distinctive INSIGHT OVERVIEW of the Daf 
1) Talmudic cures 

The Gemara continues to list remedies and incantations 

for a variety of illnesses. 

2) Wearing bells 

The Gemara questions the permissibility of commoners 

to wear bells outside on Shabbos since they will be derided 

and may come to transport them. 

R’ Oshaya explains that the Mishnah follows the opin-

ion of R’ Shimon who assigns every Jew the status of a 

Prince and therefore there is no fear the bell will be trans-

ported.  Rava explains that the Mishnah refers to bells sewn 

into the garment which according to all opinions is permit-

ted. 

3) MISHNAH:  R’ Meir permits one to go out on Shabbos 

wearing a talismanic article on Shabbos, and the Chacha-

mim prohibit wearing these articles even during the week 

because of the prohibition against following the ways of the 

Emorites. 

4) The function of the articles mentioned in the Mishnah 

The Gemara explains the function of the articles men-

tioned in the Mishnah. 

5) A ruling on the dispute in the Mishnah 

Abaye and Rava rule that anything which effects healing 

is not prohibited because of the prohibition against follow-

ing the ways of the Emorites. 

(Continued on page 2) 

All Jews are Princes 
 רבי שמעון היא דאמר כל ישראל בי מלכים הם וכו' 

M aharal (Gevuros Hashem, Chapter 61) elaborates 

in his discussion of the concept of all Jews being princes. 

Some wonder of what benefit to us was the exodus 

from Egypt, now that we are once again under the juris-

diction of the various gentile governments in the protract-

ed exile.  What advantage do we now enjoy more than 

when we were under control of the Egyptians? 

The question is unfounded. When we departed from 

Egypt, we were privileged to receive the Torah, the ulti-

mate treasure and key to true goodness. This constituted 

a change in the very essence of the Jewish people forever.  

The Torah elevated their very identity to being worthy of 

being in control of their destiny.  This is the definition of 

being י חוריןב – a People of Freedom. The Torah gave 

them access to the world of spirituality, which is now 

basic to their nature.  There is no possibility for exile, 

which is temporary, to override a condition of perma-

nence and one which is essential to the very existence of 

our people. 

When the Jewish nation left Egypt, Hashem declared 

that they be “a priestly nation and a holy people.” This 

designation will not be changed due to our being under 

the condition of exile. 

(Continued on page 2) 

 REVIEW and Remember 
1. How many varieties of demons are mentioned by the 

Gemara? 

2. Is it permitted to make a מי שברך for an inanimate 

object? 

3. What two Emorite practices are permitted? 

4. What would R’ Akiva proclaim following each cup of 

wine? 
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Number 129— ו“שבת ס  

Folk Medicine on Shabbos 
משה: יוצאין בביצת החרגול ובשן שועל ובמסמר מן הצלוב משום 
רפואה דברי רבי מאיר וחכמים אוסרין אף בחול משום דרכי 

 האמורי:

Mishnah: It is permitted to go out on Shabbos with a locust's egg, 

with a fox's tooth, or with a nail from one who was hanged, for pur-

poses of healing. These are the words of R' Meir, but the Sages pro-

hibit even during the week, because of the ways of the Emorites. 

S hulchan Aruch (Orach Chaim 301:27)1 rules in accord-

ance with the view attributed to R’ Meir: So long as it is obvi-

ous that a folk remedy is being used for healing purposes, it is 

permitted to use it, and therefore permissible to wear it in the 

public domain on Shabbos (as in the case of any proven reme-

dy a  [קמיע מומחה]; see Mishnah Berurah 301:1042). If, 

however, it is not obvious that the folk remedy is for healing 

purposes, it is forbidden to use it - because of the prohibition 

of following “in the ways of the Emorites,” i.e. giving cre-

dence to superstition - and therefore it is also forbidden to 

wear this folk remedy in the public domain on Shabbos. 

Shemiras Shabbos K’Hilchasah 34:15 extrapolates from 

these permitted cases to contemporary “alternative medicine” 

remedies - e.g, anti-rheumatism copper or magnetic bracelets. 

Although the bracelets are of dubious therapeutic value, nev-

ertheless their use is permissible because those who are famil-

iar with their effectiveness know that they are beneficial, and 

the user is obviously wearing the bracelet for its therapeutic 

value. They therefore are not in the category of a superstitious 

remedy, and therefore may be worn in the public domain on 

Shabbos (see Mishnah Berurah 301:1053). 

It therefore seems, that while alternative remedies that are 

well-known to be based on some form of therapeutic theory - 

even a questionable theory - may be worn in the public do-

main on Shabbos, remedies that are purely “spiritual” (even if 

imbued with some “mystical” character, so long as the remedy 

is not proven), and therefore known not to be based on any 

form of therapeutic theory, would be forbidden to be worn in 

the public domain on Shabbos. This rule would preclude 

wearing red threads (the “roite bendel”) as bracelets in a pub-

lic domain on Shabbos. 

שו"ע אורח חיים סימן ש"א סעיף כ"ז: יוצאין בביצת החרגול  .1
ובשן של שועל ובמסמר הצלוב בין בחול בין בשבת ואין בו משום 
דרכי האמורי וכן בכל דבר שהוא משום רפואה אבל אם עושה 
מעשה ואין יכר בו שהוא משום רפואה אסור משום דרכי 

 האמורי..

הוא חגב   -משה ברורה סימן ש"א ס"ק ק"ד: בביצת החרגול   .2
ועיין בגמרא למאי עבדי כל דברים אלו ובזמם היו אלו דברים 
איתמחו לרפואה ויש להם דין קמיע מומחה ושרי לצאת בהן 

  כשהן תלויין עליו:

 -משה ברורה סימן ש"א ס"ק ק"ה: ואין יכר בו משום רפואה   .3
הייו שאין יכר שיהיה לרפואה והא דמותר בדברים ה"ל כיון 

  שיאמרו היודעים שהוא לרפואה מצד הסגולה הוי כיכר:

Daf Digest is published by the Chicago Center, under the leadership of  
HaRav Yehoshua Eichenstein, shlit”a 

HaRav Pinchas Eichenstein, Nasi; HaRav Zalmen L. Eichenstein, Rosh Kollel; Rabbi Tzvi Bider, Executive Director,  
edited by Rabbi Ben-Zion Rand. 

Daf Yomi Digest has been made possible through the generosity of Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Ruben. 

Why Emori? 
כל דבר שיש בו משום רפואה אין בו משום  
 דרכי האמורי

T he verse which warns against using 
the superstitious methods of the gentile 

nations is found in Vayikra 18:3.  

There, the Torah adjures us “not to fol-

low any of the customs” of these na-

tions. It is curious, though, because the 

verse itself is referring directly to the 

nations of Egypt and of Canaan. Why, 

then, does the Gemara routinely refer to 

these deviant customs as “the way of the 

Emori”?   

Some say the reason is because the 

first place where the Torah warns 

against acting in the ways of the gentile 

is in Shemos 23:24 – “Do not follow the 

ways of these nations.” There, the verse 

is written in reference to the nations of 

Canaan, and the first and most promi-

nent of them is Emori. In fact, Rashi 

(Chullin 77a) explains the term דרכי

 —an incantation, as weיחוש“ as  אמורי

find the verse (Shemos 23:24) that 

warns not to follow the ways of the na-

tions of Canaan.”  Rashi specifically 

chose the verse from Shemos, because 

this is where the term “the ways of Emo-

ri” is rooted. 

Another reason why the behavior 

described in our Mishna is ascrived to 

the Emori is found in the Tosefta 

(Shabbos 7:23), where it mentions that 

the Emori were “the most hard-core of 

the nations of Canaan.” 

6) The ways of the Emorites 

A Baraisa is quoted which enumer-

ates many practices of the Emorites two 

of which are permitted and the rest pro-

hibited. 
 

 הדרן עלך במה אשה 
 

7) MISHNAH:  The Mishnah provides 

guidelines for determining the number 

of korbonos a person would be obligat-

ed to offer for violating Shabbos under 

different circumstances.   

 (Gem...continued from page 1) 

Gemara GEM  

HALACHAH Highlight Our sages in the Gemara (Shabbos 67a and 111a) 

have taught us that “all Jews are princes.”  With the exo-

dus from Egypt and the giving of the Torah, the character 

of the nation has changed, and nothing can interfere 

with it.  

(Insight...continued from page 1) 


