
Sun, May 31 2020  פ“ח' סיון תש  

Distinctive INSIGHT OVERVIEW of the Daf 
1) Maximizing the use of a garden patch (cont.) 
 

2) MISHNAH:  The Mishnah provides a source or allu-

sion to four halachos: 1) A woman who expels semen on 

the third day after relations is temeiah, 2) A baby three 

days after his milah may be bathed, 3) Red wool is tied to 

the head of the goat sent to Azazel and 4) Anointing is the 

equivalent to drinking on Yom Kippur. 
 

3) The authorship of the Mishnah 

The first halacha recorded in the Mishnah is incon-

sistent with R’ Elazar ben Azaryah who rules that the third 

day after relations a woman is tahorah.   

The opinion which prefers one author in a Mishnah 

changes the Mishnah to read tahorah to be consistent with 

R’ Elazar ben Azaryah, whereas the opinion that accepts 

different authors in the same Mishnah retains the Mish-

nah’s present reading. 
 

4) Expelling semen 

A Baraisa records three opinions concerning the 

length of time after relations a woman could be tameiah. 

The three opinions are linked to the dispute between 

Rabanan and R’ Yosi regarding the day of the week hus-

bands and wives separated from one another in prepara-

tion for receiving the Torah. 

All opinions agree that the Torah could be given to 

one who is a tevul yom although in fact no one was a tevul 

yom at the time the Torah was given. 

It is explained why the Torah could not be given Fri-

day night and why they did not immerse Shabbos morn-

ing. 

A fourth opinion is cited concerning the length of 

time after relations a woman could be temeiah. 

The Gemara discusses the tum’ah status of semen that 

comes from a man as well as a Jewish man’s semen ex-

pelled by a non-Jewish woman or an animal. 
 

5) The day the Torah was given 

A Baraisa records a dispute between concerning the 

day of the month the Torah was given.  Rabanan maintain 

it was given on the sixth of Sivan and R’ Yosi holds it was 

given on the seventh. 

Rava explains that most of the chronology is accepted 

by both opinions and the point of dispute is whether Rosh 

Chodesh Sivan occurred on Sunday or Monday in that 

particular year.   

The Third Day of Milah 
 שאמר ויהי ביום השלישי בהיותם כואבים

M eiri explains that the pain and discomfort of the 
circumcision is even on the third day, but it is certainly 

present on the first and second day after the procedure as 

well. This being the case, why did the brothers of Dina 

wait until the third day before attacking and destroying 

the city of Shechem, when they could have taken ad-

vantage of the weakness of its residents immediately, on 

the first day after their circumcisions? The reason was 

that the brothers were consulting with one another to 

decide what to do with the city and its population. They 

considered their options for two days, and on the third 

day they realized that if they did not act quickly, the op-

portunity would pass. Finally, on the third day when the 

general weakness and pain was still present, and the resi-

dents of Shechem had not healed, the brothers attacked 

and killed out the men of the city.   

 explains that although there is pain and suffering ר"ן

already on the first day, it is only on the third day after 

circumcision that a person becomes endangered due to a 

condition of weakness.  This was therefore the best day 

for the brothers to attack. 

Rambam (Hilchos Milah 2:8), however, writes that it 

is specifically the third day that is difficult and dangerous, 

and not the first two days.  We would allow warming wa-

ter on Shabbos to treat the wound only if it fell out on 

the third day after milah, but not if Shabbos fell out on 

the first or second day following the procedure. 

 REVIEW and Remember 
1. What are the two ways to explain anonymous Mish-

nayos that contain contradictory clauses? 

2. What is an indication of the kedusha of the Jewish 

people? 

3. What two issues change the way a Jewish woman’s body 

reachts from the way a non-Jewish woman’s body reacts? 

4. What parts of the chronology surrounding Matan To-

rah is agreed upon by all opinions? 



Number 148— ו“שבת פ  

Half a shiur by washing the face 
מין לסיכה שהיא כשתייה ביום הכפורים אף על פי שאין ראיה לדבר 

 זכר לדבר שאמר ותבא כמים בקרבו וכשמן בעצמותיו:

From where [is it derived] anointing is like drinking on Yom Kippur? 

Although there is no proof for this matter, there is an allusion to this 

matter, as it is stated: And it came like water into his internal [organs] 

and like oil into his bones. 

E lsewhere,1 the Mishnah permits kings and newlywed brides 
to wash their faces on Yom Kippur. The Gemara2 adds that alt-

hough it is generally forbidden to anoint even a part of one’s 

body, a person who is ill or who has scabs on his head may 

anoint himself. Tosafos Yeshanim3 deduces from these le-

niencies that all the afflictions that are put into practice on Yom 

Kippur, aside from the prohibitions to eat and drink, are of rab-

binic origin. Otherwise, how could these exceptions be made 

under any circumstances that are less than life-threatening? 

However, Tosafos Yeshanim then rejects this deduction, suggest-

ing instead that washing and anointing may well be Torah prohi-

bitions, but that the Torah prohibition only applies to washing 

or anointing the entire body. On the other hand, the above cas-

es in which leniencies were permitted are ones in which only 

part of the body is being washed or anointed. Partial washing 

and anointing may indeed be rabbinic decrees, while full wash-

ing and anointing are Torah law. 

The Gadol M’Minsk4 questions this suggestion of Tosafos 

Yeshanim: If full washing and anointing are Torah prohibitions, 

then partial washing and anointing should also be Torah prohi-

bitions, based on the principle: chatzi shiur asrah Torah - the 

Torah forbade partial measures,5 ruling out any leniency? 

Emek Berachah6 answers the question of the Gadol 

M’Minsk: That which the Torah forbade even partial measures 

is only where the full “measure” is precisely that: a quantity - i.e., 

the quantity that is necessary in order to be considered in full 

violation of a prohibition or in fulfillment of a commandment, 

and therefore subject to temporal punishment. For example, it is 

forbidden to eat pork. In order be considered in full violation of 

the prohibition and therefore subject to flogging, one must con-

sume a k’zayis of pork. However, the prohibition forbids eating 

even less that a k’zayis of pork, which is qualitatively the same 

act, involving the same pleasure, as eating a k’zayis of pork. 

On the other hand, in the cases of washing and anointing 

on Yom Kippur, the concept of “full-body” washing and anoint-

ing is not a concept of quantity, but a concept of quality - i.e., 

the Torah requires a person to afflict himself on Yom Kippur, 

by depriving himself of certain pleasures. These pleasures in-

clude washing and anointing one’s entire body. But they do not 

include partial washing and anointing because these are qualita-

tively less pleasurable - partial washing and anointing are not just 

less in quantity, but also of a lower quality than full washing and 

anointing. Thus, the principle of chatzi shiur asrah Torah is not 

applicable in this case, and, perforce, the prohibition of the 

qualitatively lesser pleasure of partial washing and anointing is 

only a rabbinic decree. 
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Early in the Morning– Early in Life 

 משה בהשכמה עלה ובהשכמה ירד

R abbi Menachem Bentzion Sacks 
used to expound upon this theme. The 

climb to G-d, the spiritual drive to perfec-

tion, must begin early in one's life. In ref-

erence to Moshe's receiving the second 

tablets (34:2), the Torah similarly empha-

sizes: "Be ready in the morning, and go up 

in the morning to Mount Sinai, and be 

placed there before Me at the top of the 

mountain." Within these words is con-

tained a message for all generations. 

Namely, one must prepare in the "early 

morning" of one's life and begin an ascent 

in order to stand before Hashem when 

one reaches the peak of one's maturity. 

Our sages have praised those who 

partake of a hearty morning meal. We are 

told (Bava Kama 92b): “I will remove ill-

ness from amongst you.” (Shemos 23:25).  

This refers to the removal of eighty-three 

maladies associated with the disease 

called "marah". Also among the benefits 

gained by eating a morning meal is that 

one is granted the ability to study Torah 

and to teach. 

Finally, “Sixty men may pursue one 

who has early meals in the morning, but 

they will not overtake him.” All of these 

advantages can be applied as well to one 

who partakes of spiritual food. “Torah is 

compared to water, as in Yeshayahu 

55:1.” – Bava Kama 17. The more a 

young person is nourished early in the 

morning by studying in the dawn of his 

life, the stronger and more solid are the 

fibers of his spiritual foundation. By 

means of this reinforced and vitalized 

internal charge, our youth can merit to 

study Torah, to teach Torah, and to have 

the knowledge of Torah permeate their 

beings. Shlomo HaMelech has written 

(Mishlei 22:6): “Educate a child in the 

way he should go, and when he is old he 

will not depart from it.” This system 

serves to immunize children from illness-

es of the soul which otherwise infect 

them with מרה  Only when our youth are 

equipped with Torah ideals can they 

withstand the difficult and corrupting 

challenges which the world will present 

to them later. 
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