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OVERVIEW

INSIGHT

1) Excess Korban Nazir money

The Mishnah ruled that excess funds set aside for a Korban
Nazir is used for voluntary communal offerings. R’ Chisda and R’
Zaira disagree whether this ruling applies if the shelamim is of-
fered last.

Each opinion is supported by a Baraisa.

2) Excess Korban Nazir bread

R’ Chisda rules that excess bread from a nazit’s korban should
be left to spoil. The rationale for this ruling is explained by R’ Yo-
si.

There were those who thought to apply R’ Chisda’a ruling to
the 050 as well, but R’ Yosi bar R’ Bun rejected the application.

The Gemara notes three opinions that agree that nesachim
are considered DWIP WIP.

3) HALACHAH 5: MISHNAH: The laws for using excess charita-
ble funds are spelled out.
4) Surplus of funds collected for a dead person

R’ Yirmiyah rules that if funds were collected for a dead per-
son and it is discovered that he does have money, the funds, none-
theless, go to the heirs.

R’ Idi of Chutra unsuccessfully challenges this ruling.

A Baraisa rules that excess funds collected for a dead person
should be used to build a monument or for wine to sprinkle upon
the coffin.

A second Baraisa discusses redirecting funds collected for one
cause to another.

5) The words of tzaddikim are their memorial

R’ Shimon ben Gamliel rules that we do not make monu-
ments for tzaddikim.

The Gemara relates an incident involving R’ Yochanan where
the concept of the words of tzaddikim are their memorial is high-
lighted.

6) Quoting a teaching exactly as it was taught

R’ Gidal taught how one should quote a teaching.

The Gemara presents three incidents where R’ Zaira was par-
ticular regarding this principle.

A pasuk in Tehillim is explained as related to Dovid HaMele-
ch’s desire to build the Beis HaMikdash and Hashem’s words of

consolation.
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7) HALACHAH 1: MISHNAH: The Mishnah identifies the three
times funds were withdrawn from the shekel account.

Three opinions are presented regarding the three times
ma’aser should be taken from untithed animals.

(Continued on page 2)

Torah thoughts leave everlasting impressions
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Whenewver a Torah law is stated in this world in the name of a Torah
scholar [who has died], the lips of that scholar quiver with him in the
grave.

The leaders of a certain city set out to recruit a rabbi to lead
their community. They approached a qualified and notable scholar
and appealed to him to accept the position, explaining to him how
fitting it would be for him to serve as the spiritual guide to their
city, where the Ta"z, the Magen Avraham and Rabbi Akiva Eiger
were all buried. It would be only appropriate for a man of his stat-
ure to assume the role as Rabbi of their town.

A little while later, after having accepted the position, the Rab-
bi learned that the Ta”z was in fact buried in Lemberg, the Magen
Avraham in Kahlish, and Rabbi Akiva Eiger in Posen. He called
the leaders of the community to his home and confronted them
with the Jews. “Why did you fool me?” he asked.

“We did not mean to trick you at all,” they answered. “In Lem-
berg, the teachings of the Ta”z are learned and studied daily. His
legacy is alive and well, as if he himself lives on eternally. In
Kahlish, the Magen Avraham lives on by means of his writings. His
lips continue to quiver in the grave as the education which he pro-
vided serves to guide and direct the daily life of the town until this
very moment. Furthermore, Rabbi Akiva Eiger's lessons are the talk
of the town in Posen, and the issues which he taught are still dis-
cussed as current events. In our city, however, no one is studying
these books. The words of Torah which they disseminated are not
heard here, and, for all intents and purposes, they are dead and
buried in our town.”

It is truly tragic when the loss of our sages is apparent to the

(Continued on page 2)

REVIEW

2. How does one show disrespect to an idol?

3. Isit possible for a person to live in the Beis Midrash forever?

4. Explain N2 qwyn Sv mn.

1. What is the reason that leftover bread from a nazir’s korban
is left to spoil?
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HALACHAH

Giving credit to the correct source
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Why was R’ Yochanan so particular that the teaching should be said in his
name (In other words, why was R’ Yochanan upset with R’ Elazar that he
didn’t recite the halachah in his name. Korban HaFEidah)? ...Any scholar in
whose name a halachah is cited in this world, his lips move with him in the

grave.

It seems from our Gemara that the issue of saying a halachah in
the name of the one who originated it is to provide positive benefit
for the one who said it. The Midrash Tanchuma?, however, cites an
alternative source for this halachah. The Midrash writes that one
who does not cite a teaching in the name of the one who said it is
guilty of stealing, as the pasuk (Mishlei 22:22) states, “Do not steal
from the poor man for he is poor.” Many poskim quote this Mid-
rash as a matter of practical halachah®. R’ Yaakov Reisher, author of
Teshuvos Shvus Yaakov, asserts that when it is obvious that the
speaker is unable to generate these teachings on his own it would be
permitted to repeat them without attributing them to their source.
His rationale is based on the assumption that the prohibition is a
form of NyT N2M). Threrfore, when there is no concern that people
will be fooled, it is unnecessary to attribute the teaching®. Accord-
ingly, a speaker does not have to quote the specific person from
whom he heard a halachah to avoid violating the prohibition, it
would be sufficient to merely state that it was heard from someone
else, thereby avoiding taking undue credit for himself. Those
poskim who do not accept the qualification of the Shvus Yaakov
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(Insight...Continued from page 1)
degree that their actions, their influence and their ideas are no
longer perceptible within the world. If we have suffered not only
the physical loss of those who have departed, but their contribu-
tions to mankind as well, then the misfortune is absolute. Howev-
er, as long as there are students who carry on the legacy of the fa-
thers, then loss has been mitigated. W

would, however, require a speaker to identify the precise source of
the teaching under all circumstances to avoid “stealing from the
poor.” Of course, all opinions agree that it is preferable to repeat a
halachah in the name of the author since it brings redemption’ and
in the case of a deceased scholar it causes his lips to move with him
in the grave. As a matter of practical consideration® a student
should repeat teachings in the name of his Rebbi unless’ he calcu-
lates that by repeating the teaching in the name of his Rebbi it will

somehow reflect poorly upon the Rebbi. W
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STORIES

The essence of learning
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C ; hat should it matter whether one

“sees the originator of the statement” be-
fore his eyes or not! Might this not distract
one from focusing on the essence of the
Gemara! The Chofetz Chaim, zt"l, cites
the Midrash that the Torah we learn in
this world is what gives us life in the next
world, and the more we learn the stronger
our life force there will be. And the close-
ness to Hashem that we will experience
through this life force is greater than the
most intense worldly pleasure that one can
imagine. The Pnei Zakein, zt”l, takes this
idea even further and says that this is all

the more true of the one who innovated a
Torah concept. Since every soul is really a
Sympn N-19N PoN, a bit of Godliness from
Above, the soul of the one who innovates
a Torah concept is powerfully connected
to the Source of all life. “Seeing” the origi-
nator of the concept does not refer to a
mere physical observation; it means to con-
nect to the NHW) of the one who brought it
down, by following his path and sanctify-
ing ourselves.

Rav Yisrael of Ruzhin, zt”l, was once
sitting with a group of scholars and the
Ruzhiner Rebbe quoted a Gemara in the
name of a certain amora.

One of the scholars spoke up. “But
Rebbe, I believe that this Gemara was said
by a different amora!”

The other scholars brought out the
volume in question, and quickly saw that
the Ruzhiner was indeed correct.

The other scholar was beside himself.
“I can’t believe it! I just learned this Gema-
ra yesterday and I already have the names
confused! Why could I not keep it
straight?”

The Rebbe explained, “When you
learn a Gemara, you are only trying to re-
member the content. For me, ‘amar Rava’

is also Torah!” Il

(Overview...Continued from page 1)

8) Defining the word 9142

The word ©119 is defined as half.
9) The three times to remove ma’aser
from untithed animals

Three explanations are presented to
explain why these three times were chosen
for tithing animals.

R’ Yosah rules that one who does not
tithe his animals in a timely fashion violates
that prohibition of delaying the mitzvah to
|

bring an offering.
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