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1) HALACHAH 3: MISHNAH: (cont.)

2) Clarifying the Mishnah

According to Bar Kappara the term Av HaTum’ah used in
the Mishnah refers to Biblical tum’ah, and nNmVYN 793 refers to
Rabbinic tum’ah. According to R’ Yochanan both terms refer to
Biblical tum’ah.

Both opinions are unsuccessfully challenged from our Mish-
nah.

3) HALACHAH 4: MISHNAH: The Mishnah begins with a
description of where the limbs of a korban are initially placed
on the ramp of the mizbeach. Two lists are presented regarding
which mitzvos apply only when the Beis HaMikdash is standing
and which mitzvos apply even without a Beis HaMikdash.

4) Karkov
The Gemara defines the term Karkov that appears in the
Mishnah.

5) Shabbos and Rosh Chodesh

A discussion is recorded regarding the correct order for the
korban and song of Shabbos and Rosh Chodesh. The conclu-
sion is that the Shabbos korban is offered first and the Rosh
Chodesh song is sung first.

6) Shekalim
The Gemara notes that there are two versions of R’
Shimon’s position regarding one who sanctifies a shekel when

the Beis HaMikdash is not standing.

7) A convert setting money aside for his Korban

A Baraisa teaches that although a convert should separate
money to bring a korban for his conversion, R’ Yochanan ben
Zakkai annulled the obligation because it could serve as a stum-
bling block.

The Gemara inquires about the status of the money conse-
crated by a convert in violation of R’ Yochanan ben Zakkai’s
ruling.

The Gemara infers from a statement of R’ Shimon that the
coin does become consecrated.

This answer is unsuccessfully challenged.

The Gemara rules according to R’ Shimon, namely, that the
consecration of bikkurim nowadays is ineffective but the conse-
cration of shekalim is effective. W
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Why is the title of the Massechta not 5pv '3n?
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The name of the Massechta, ©pv, is in the plural. This
is noteworthy, especially in consideration of the mitzvah,
which is for each person to donate one-half of a shekel. We
note that using the letter transformation system of w*“a N“N,
the word Ypw becomes 513, which has the numerical value
of 26, the same as that of the Name of God. As we find our-
selves in exile from our land and without our Beis HaMik-
dash, the Name of God is not perceived in its fullest sense.
We acknowledge this by donating half-shekel coins, symboliz-
ing how the “26” is currently not complete, and to atone for
our actions which have resulted in this diminution of the
Name. With the arrival of Mashicah, Hashem will be One
and His Name will be One. The mitzvah will then be for each
person to donate a full shekel, as the Torah itself declares
(Shemos 30:13): “The half-shekel will be with a holy shek-
el.” (See Rashi there.) The Torah is hereby hinting that in the
future the donation will be with a full amount, and not a frac-
tion. Furthermore, the words wpn bpwa is numerically equal
to 839, precisely the same as the words 797 2 nown nNoa3a,
alluding to the future time when we will donate a full shekel,
rather than just a half-shekel.

54Ny INTN NI 917 notes that the MY for Parashas
Shekalim proclaims that we hope to contribute a full shekel
when the Beis HaMikdash is rebuilt: w3 119 102 XWX Spwy
Here, again, we must ask, why do we plan to give a full shekel,
and not just a half, as is the mitzvah?

Every person by himself, without his fellow Jew, is only
half of a person. Whether it be for Torah or in mundane af-
fairs, no one can function without the assistance of others. In
the days to come, the words of the prophet will come to life,
where we find (Yeshayahu 11:9): “And the land will be filled
with knowledge of Hashem,” and no one will be dependent
upon others. With the coming of Mashiach, we will also mer-
it to see the fulfillment of (ibid. 36:16): “Each man will reside
under his vineyard and under his fig tree,” which also alludes
to this condition of direct connection to Hashem. This is why
the prayer anticipates our contributing a full shekel at that
time, symbolizing that our service of Hashem will not be lack-
ing. W
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HALACHAH

Designating the firstborn animal
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The law of the firstborn applies whether or not there is a Beis HaMik-
dash...

The Gemara Nedarim' states that although the firstborn ko-
sher animal is sanctified without a verbal declaration, nonethe-
less, there is a mitzvah to verbally sanctify the animal. According-
ly, Rambam? explains that when our Mishnah rules that the hala-
chos of bechor are in force even without a Beis HaMikdash, it
means that even nowadays there is a mitzvah to verbally sanctify
the bechor. Shulchan Aruch’ rules like Rambam on this point.
The Aruch HaShulchan® notes that nowadays we do not find peo-
ple who verbally sanctify their animals and questions the practice.
He answers that since there is a mitzvah to sell the animal to a
non-Jew to prevent misuse of a sanctified animal, the custom de-
veloped that people no longer declare the bechor’s sanctity.

The correct method for selling the bechor to a non-Jew’ is to
have a non-Jew become a part-owner of the mother [but not the
fetus® since that would involve making a transaction for some-
thing which has not come into existence 029 N1 89w 127]. The
transaction should be done as follows: The non-Jew should give
money to the Jewish owner and the Jew should transfer owner-
ship of the place upon which the animal is standing, thereby al-
lowing the non-Jew to take possession of part of the mother’. An
alternative method would be for the non-Jew to pay money and
drag the animal into his domain or other location that allows for
the transaction to be effective®. W

REVIEW

1. How did R’ Akiva formulate his position regarding the
proper place to burn a korban that became tamei?

2. Which land-based mitzvah applies only when the Beis
HaMikdash is standing?

3. Why does the song for Rosh Chodesh precede the song
for Shabbos?

4. What is done with sanctified animals when the Beis

HaMikdash does not stand?
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The secrets of the Torah
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The Heichal HaBrochah, zt"l, ex
plains that the first fruits are the product
of long and painstaking effort, and they
embody the task of sanctifying the mun-
dane endeavors of this world. To do that
properly, we have to be deeply aware that
no two actions are the same, and no two
moments are the same. Every day is com-
pletely new and fresh, and a new light
and connection to Hashem is waiting to
be discovered every day. The tefillin of
one day is completely different from the

tefillin of the next. No tefillah is exactly
like another. But it is almost impossible
to achieve this level of awareness without
the Beis HaMikdash. Certain individuals
do achieve such levels, and the Sages said
about such people: “Whoever has holy
awareness, it is as if the Beis HaMikdash
was built in his days.”

Once, when Rav Tzvi of Ziditchov,
zt”l, was a young man, he spent the
whole day doing business with non-Jews.
When his day was through, he went to
daven Minchah, and prayed with tremen-
dous exuberance. It almost seemed as
though his every limb was on fire, and
anyone could see that he was full of a
great longing for his Creator. Praying
with such devotion usually takes a lot of

preparation, so his older brother thought
that perhaps his fervor was less than gen-
uine.

He asked his younger brother after
the prayers, “Where did you get such a
davening from without spending any
time preparing?!”

Rav Tzvi answered, “When you go
out to the field, or to a little village, and
there is no one but gentiles around...if
you can maintain holy thoughts, you
raise up all the holy sparks in the stones,
the trees, the animals, in everything grow-
ing and living in the whole area. What
could be a greater preparation for daven-
ing than that!” W
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