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1) Birkas Kohanim (cont.)

Rava bar R’ Huna cites one source that once the Torah
is opened it is forbidden to talk even about matters of ha-
lacha.

R’ Zeira in the name of R’ Chisda offers an alternative
source.

R’ Yehoshua ben Levi teaches that a kohen may not
bless the people if he did not wash his hands.

R’ Elazar ben Shamua attributed his long life to,
amongst other things, that he never blessed the people
without first reciting a beracha.

R’ Zeira in the name of R’ Chisda records the text of
the beracha recited by the kohanim.

The text of the prayer recited by kohanim before and
after blessing the people is recorded.

R’ Chisda teaches a number of laws related to Birkas
Kohanim.

The Gemara digresses to present a number of halachos
related to Krias Hatorah.

The Gemara discusses the pesukim that are to be recit-
ed by the people as the kohanim bless them during differ-
ent tefillos. M

REVIEW

1. What is the source that one must be silent when the
Torah is being read?

2. Why did R’ Elazar ben Shamua merit long life?

3. When is the reader permitted to begin reading the
Torah?

4. When is it permitted for congregants to leave the
Beis HaKnesses!?
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Paying attention when the Torah is being read
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Tosafos cites the Gemara in Berachos (8a) where Rav
Sheishes turned away during the public reading of the To-
rah, as he continued his personal studies. When asked to
explain his actions, he responded, “They are busy with
their responsibilities, and I am doing my own pursuits.”
Yet, asks Tosafos, our Gemara states that during the read-
ing of the Torah, a person must be attentive, and not deal
even in halacha.

Several answers are given to resolve this problem. To-
safos first answers that Rav Sheishes turned around before
he studied, and our Gemara would agree that this is ac-
ceptable. Rabeinu Tam and the Rosh reject this solution,
because if it was a legitimate ploy to allow study while the
Torah is being read, our Gemara should have mentioned
that it is permitted if one turns his head. Another answer
that is given is that Rav Sheishes was blind, and as such he
was exempt from the mitzvah of reading the Torah in pub-
lic. Once he was exempt, he was therefore released from
the restriction not to study at this moment. This is why he
was permitted to turn aside and continue his studies.

Rabeinu Chananel answers that Rav Sheishes repre-
sents a type of person who is MIMN NNN—his Torah was
his vocation. This person is totally immersed in his stud-
ies, and, as such, he was permitted to continue his studies
uninterrupted. Today, however, no one may use this dis-
pensation, and everyone must be fully attentive to the To-
rah reading. According to this answer, the reason Rav
Sheishes turned his head was that it would have been dis-
respectful to the community to study without showing
some restraint, even though he was exempt. Or, by turning
his head he showed that he wasnmx NN,

Tosafos in Berachos answers that Rav Sheishes studied
quietly, whereas the prohibition mentioned by Rava in our
Gemara is only when a person studies loudly, as this is a
disturbance to the rest of the community.

X”INY MOOIN explains that Rav Sheishes holds that
one may study halacha during the reading of the Torah,
and he disagrees with Rava who prohibits it.

The Rif (cited in Tosafos in Berachos) resolves this is-
sue by saying that Rava only prohibits a person from study-
ing halacha if there are not ten others who are listening
intently to the reading. However, in the case of Rav

(Continued on page 2)
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Standing or sitting for Krias Hatorah
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Rawva bar R’ Huna said: Once the Sefer Torah is opened it is prohib-
ited for a person to talk even about a matter of halacha

Rava bar R’ Huna rules that once the Sefer Torah is
opened it is prohibited for a person to talk, and he derives this
halacha from a verse which states (Nechemiyah 8:5): ynnao
oyn Y5 ymy—And when he began to read the Torah, the
entire nation stood. The Gemara demonstrates that the word
Yy connotes silence. Teshuvas Binyomin Ze'ev? cites our
Gemara and writes that even though the Gemara derives from
this exposition that one must be silent during Torah reading,
nonetheless, one can also derive that it is appropriate to stand
during Krias Hatorah because a pasuk does not leave its sim-
ple meaning - YOWS PN N8P NIPN PN, Teshuvas Rama
MiPano’ cites a Yerushalmi that rules that one must stand for
all matters of kedusha. Additionally, since one is obligated to
stand for 1973, there is a concern that if a person sits during
Krias Hatorah he may forget to stand when the next person
called up says 1973, therefore he advocates standing while the
Torah is read.

Shulchan Aruch® writes that it is unnecessary for a per-

(Insight. Continued from page 1)
Sheishes there were ten men who were listening beside
him, so he was allowed to study. The n”a notes that
according to this, we understand that Rav Sheishes turned
his head in order to indicate to the others that they
should not count him toward the ten listeners. W

son to stand during Krias Hatorah because the only require-
ment is for the one reading the Torah and the one called up
for an aliyah to stand® but Rema® adds that there are those
who are strict and stand during Krias Hatorah. Mishnah
Berurah’ explains that although all opinions agree that ac-
cording to the letter of the law it is not necessary to stand
during Krias Hatorah, nonetheless, it is appropriate for a per-
son to stand. The reason is that during Krias Hatorah a per-
son should behave as if he was receiving the Torah at that
moment from Har Sinai and we know that all the people
stood at the time the Torah was given at Har Sinai. If, howev-
er, a person will not be able to properly focus by standing for
Krias Hatorah it is better to sit. Kaf Hachaim® notes that Ari-

zal sat during the entire Torah reading including 1972.
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a higher standard

for us to follow. HaMikdash and Altar are located, and

STORIES

Hashem should look upon all of us

from His holy habitation
TUTP JIY0N NOPYN

The Meshech Chochmah explained
the significvance of the sphere which is
called ywn.

He elaborated based upon the verse
cited in our Gemara to note that there
are people who extend merciful gestures
toward the poor and who perform acts
to remedy the plight of orphans and
widows. Few, however, actually open
their spacious homes for the sake of the
needy. Rather, they suffice in providing
a meager home for them, albeit secure,

in which they remain. In the verse in
Tehillim,(68:6), however, Hashem sets

“Father of orphans and Judge of widows
is God, in the habitation ()Wwn) of His
Hashem, 912735, raises and
cares for the widow and the orphan in
the )Wn of His holiness. Consequently,
only when a person follows this exam-

holiness”.

ple can he declare about himself: “I
have given to the stranger, to the
orphan and to the widow as invited
guests in my own home as You have di-
rected me to do.”

[t is precisely this level of kindness
which brings a person to the level
whereby he can in turn expect and re-
quest that-TvTP NYN.

The Gemara (Chagiga 12b) tells us
that there are seven levels in the heav-
ens. Among them is the Y121, where the
heavenly city of Yerushalayim is situated.
It is there that the celestial Beis

where the angel Michael stands and
brings offerings. Above the 91% is the
corridor named ywn. It is in the wn»
that groups of ministering angels sing
God’s praise all night but remain silent
during the day in deference to the Jewish
nation who sing His praise at that time.

As we have seen, Hashem cares for
orphans in the yn sphere, which is
accordingly to be understood as being
at a level ()Wn) even higher than that at
which korbanos are offered (91a3y). This
being the case, we can appreciate the
ruling of the Gemara (Sukkah 49b) that
when one performs tzedakah, he is
achieving a mitzvah which is even great-
er than offering any of the korbanos, as
it says in Mishlei (21:3): “Performing
charity...is preferred by God over a sac-
rifice.” W
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