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INSIGHT

1) Menashe’s assassination of Yeshayahu (cont.)

The Gemara completes resolving the third apparent
contradiction between the Torah and a statement made
by Yeshayahu.

This resolution introduces a Baraisa in which R’
Akiva and Chachamim argue whether a person who
merits will live out the years allotted to him or he will
even be granted additional years.

2) Clarifying the Mishnah
R’ Yosef reports that the last ruling, taught by Rebbi,

is unnecessary.
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3) MISHNAH: The Mishnah presents a discussion con-
cerning the effects of 9NN, a V), yibum and chalitza.
The Mishnah proceeds to detail the different possible
scenarios and outcomes that could occur when a yavam
performs more than one of these acts.

4) Claritying the Mishnah

The Gemara states that the dispute between R’
Gamliel and Chachamim is limited to a case of one
NN after another or one V) after another, but a V)
and ntnr by themselves are effective.

The rationale for their effectiveness is explained.

The rationale for the ruling that “deficient” relations
leave part of the zikah intact is explained.

The reason a “deficient” chalitza is fully effective is
explained. B
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1. What is the dispute between R’ Akiva and Chacha-

mim concerning one who is meritorious’

2. What is the effect of a V) given to a yevama!

3. Why did Chazal give recognition to a V) given to a
yevama’

4. What is the deficient chalitza (n9199 N¥5N)?

After chalitza, there is nothing
V) 11 9NN DUV DY IX DY) V) 1) ,IINRND DY XON
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This section of the Mishnah first discusses the case

where the yavam performed chalitza, followed by
either MmN, giving a V) or doing NNA. In these case,
once chalitza was performed, the mitzvah between the
yavam and the yevama is complete Xn»WNT1, and any
of the three follow-up actions has no meaning or validi-
ty. Once chalitza is done, the presenting of 90NM or the
N2 has no effect upon the sister-in-law to acquire her
in any manner, and the V) does not affect her to
disqualify her as a divorcee.

The next case is where the yavam performed yibum
properly (5ya N). If this was then followed by either
giving 70NN, presenting a VI, or performing chalitza,
the significance of the first act is total, and the yibum is
complete. The subsequent V) or chalitza do not
disqualify her to remain married to the yavam due to a
consideration of M2> XY 21V, because they are man and
wife.

The Mishnah concludes these two cases by declaring
“after chalitza, nothing else has an effect.” As Rashi
points out, from the Gemara later (53a), the Mishnah
should have made a more comprehensive conclusion
and said “after chalitza or after NN>2 nothing else has
but it chose to feature the case where the ye-
vama will be released to marry anyone she chooses, ra-
ther than the case where she marries the yavam.

Earlier in the Mishnah, this same ruling had already
appeared: D195 N¥YN INK KO DY NN KO HaAN.
There, the statement was made by ©5n. The
difference is, however, that the earlier statement was

an effect,”

made in reference to one yavam and two yevamos,
where the one yavam gives chalitza to one yevama, and,
for example, then presents the other co-wife with a V).
[t is also referring to two yevamim (two surviving broth-
ers) and a single yevama. Here, again, if one brother
first does chalitza or NN’2, any subsequent action on
the part of the second brother is meaningless in terms
of the NPt which was already settled. The later
statement of the Mishnah is speaking about one yavam
and one yevama. l
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A deficient chalitza
XYM 1IN NIDMIN D VI N V)

If the yavam gave a D) to this one and another D) to that one, they
require chalitza from him.

he Mishnah rules that if a yavam gives a V) to one
yevama and then a second V) to the second yevama, they
need chalitza. Although the language indicates that each of
the yevamos requires chalitza, Rashi' writes that one chalitza
will be sufficient to release both yevamos. The only lasting
effect of the two V) is that the yavam is prohibited to the
relatives of each of the two yevamos. Tur?, however, cites
the opinion of Ramban who maintains that according to
the position of Rav, when an inferior chalitza is performed
the yevama must receive chalitza from each of the brothers.
In this case, the yavam will be required to do chalitza with
each yevama.

This issue of a deficient chalitza, however, has certain
limitations. The Terumas HaDeshen’ was asked about a
case of a minor who was mistakenly allowed to do chalitza
because the Beis Din did not investigate her age. The specif-
ic question was whether it will be necessary for her to do

chalitza with all the yavamim since her first chalitza was in-
valid. On the one hand, one could argue that an improper
chalitza was done, similar to a case of one yavam giving a 0
to two yevamas. In that case the chalitza is considered inferi-
or, and according to Rav each yavama requires a separate
chalitza. Accordingly, when chalitza is done to a minor it is
considered deficient and when she becomes an adult she
will be required to do chalitza with each yavam. On the oth-
er hand, one could argue that chalitza done to a minor has
no validity whatsoever and therefore it is considered as if it
was not performed. Therefore, when she becomes an adult
it will be sufficient to have one chalitza.

Terumas Hadeshen mentions two opinions as to what
qualifies as a deficient chalitza. According to some opinions
it is a chalitza that was done that has no effect whatsoever,
e.g. chalitza done to a yavam who is a minor or with socks
rather than a shoe. According to others it is a chalitza that
restricts yibum from being done. Seemingly, according to
both definitions of a deficient chalitza, if chalitza was done
to a minor it has no validity and consequently it would not
be necessary for her to chalitza with all the brothers when
she becomes an adult. B
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So Rav Shani’s

uncle assumed his Rav’s uncle asked, “If I pay you one Brit-

STORIES

“l will complete the number of your

days...”
9% XD Y D909 NOT DXININ DINONY
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O n today’s daf we find that if a per-
son is meritorious, his days are length-
ened, but if not, they are reduced, God
forbid. Rav Yosef Shani, of Ye-
rusahalyim, once shared a family story
that illustrates this idea most dramatical-
ly:

Years ago, on Erev Yom Kippur, one
of the Rav’s uncles was forced by his em-
ployer to show up for work until mid-
day. “I know that you would rather not
come, but you won’t have to do any-
thing,” the boss reassured him. “Just sit
at the counter in case someone comes in,
and you can go home early.”

post, and spent the entire morning im-
mersed in Tehillim. During that period,
Rav Shani’s grandmother had been very
ill, and it appeared as though she might
not live through the next day or two. As
the Rav’s uncle recited Tehillim, his
heart was with his ailing mother.

Just then, a stranger entered the
store. “What are you doing?” asked the
man.

“My mother is ill, it is just before the
holiest day of the year, and I am reciting
Tehillim.”

The stranger scoffed, “Do you think
that those words are going to do any
good? You might as well read names out
of the phone book!”

The older astonished,
“What, don’t you believe in anything!”

The customer proclaimed, “I only

man was

believe in what I can see.”
Feeling a sudden inspiration, the

ish pound, will you sell me ten years of
your life?”

The other man laughed, “You'll pay
good money for a fantasy! I'll give you
ten years of my life for that pound, and
tonight while you’re fasting, I'm going to
buy myself a bottle of Arak and make a
party!” The two signed a short contract
and dated it. Then the man bought what
he needed and left.

By the time Sukkos passed, Rav
Shani’s grandmother had recovered, and
everyone forgot about the incident.

Many years later, Rav Shani’s uncle
himself passed away, and after the shlo-
shim, the family went to dismantle his
apartment. Lodged in a crevice in a clos-
et, they discovered a slip of paper—and
remembered that their grandmother had
passed away exactly ten years after that
fateful Erev Yom Kippur! B
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