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OVERVIEW

INSIGHT

1) The sin of Nehardea on Yom Kippur
The Gemara concludes its discussion of the sin of
Nehardea on Yom Kippur.

2) MISHNAH: The Mishnah discusses the timing for re-
moving ashes from the Altar.

3) The time to remove the ashes

A Mishnah in Zevachim is cited that teaches the hala-
chos of limbs that pop off the Altar during the night. The
Mishnah makes a distinction between pieces that pop off
before or after chatzos.

Rav suggests a source for the Mishnah’s ruling.

R’ Kahana challenges Rav’s ruling.

R’ Yochanan presents an alternative explanation for
the halachos contained in the Mishnah in Zevachim and
additionally explains the reason for the different times to
remove the ashes mentioned in our Mishnah.

4) The Crier

Rav and R’ Shila disagree about the meaning of the
words 9230 NXP. According to Rav it refers to a human
whereas according to R’ Shila it refers to a rooster.

A related incident involving an interaction between
Rav and R’ Shila is presented.

A Baraisa is cited that supports Rav’s definition.

5) The sound of the sun
A Baraisa describes the sound produced by the sun.
Another Baraisa enumerates three sounds that travel
from one end of the world to the other. W

REVIEW

. How many vacation days does the Satan receive over

the course of a year!

2. What is done with burning limbs that pop off the
Altar?

3. What is the job of the X7N?

4. When is “nothing” something?

Who removed the ashes on Yom Kippur?
MNNN PITIY 91T YT RYIN KINT DI NDIN DM

Tosafos (DIWN N“T) cites X“2>7 who is of the opinion
that the service of Y10 12N on Yom Kippur, was not
necessarily performed by the Kohen Gadol. His text
reads 05T NwON without the word 9373, because the
statement is that we schedule the removal of the ashes
to take place as early as midnight, so that the kohen,
whoever it may be, will not yet be tired or weakened due
to the fast. It could also be that the text could include a
reference to the Kohen Gadol, and the meaning would
be that the w0 11N is done early by the VYT 15 so
that it will be completed in a timely fashion. This will
ensure that the Kohen Gadol will then be able to begin
his service early, before he gets too tired due to the fast.

Either way, 8“2 holds that it was not the job of the
Kohen Gadol to do the yw1n 1m7n on Yom Kippur.
He proves this based upon the fact that among the wash-
ing and changing of clothes of the Kohen Gadol (30a),
we do not find an account of this activity listed. Further-
more, the Mishnah (22a) implies that even on Yom Kip-
pur there was a ©Y9/rotation selection to see which
kohen would do the removal of the ashes. Obviously,
this was not a job assigned just for the Kohen Gadol.

Tosafos Yeshanim holds that this was a job of the
Kohen Gadol. Accordingly, our Gemara is concerned
about the weakness of the Kohen Gadol, because it was
he who took out the ashes, and we do it early before he
gets too weak. The ©9/selection which is described in
the Mishnah refers to the procedure all year long, but
not on Yom Kippur, when it was reserved for the Kohen
Gadol only. The reason the Mishnah on 30a does not
mention the washing and changing of clothes for the
TN N is that this was a nighttime activity, and not
part of the flow of the daily service.

(Continued on page 2)
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HALACHAH

Satan’s day off
MVLOND KM MY NP1 oY

The Satan has no power to prosecute on Yom Kippur.

The Gemara’s statement that Satan has no authority
to prosecute is difficult to understand. Yom Kippur is a
day of judgment, at least for people who are neither tza-
dikim nor wicked,' and if Satan has no authority to pros-
ecute then the only Angel working is the defending angel.
This should invariably result in a positive judgment. An
explanation can be found in the writings of the Rokeach
cited by Maharil’. He writes that Satan does not prose-
cute against transgressions committed on Yom Kippur
itself, but he does prosecute for transgressions committed
throughout the year. Accordingly, we can explain why it
is necessary for a person to rectify his sins on Erev Yom
Kippur’ (whether sins committed against his fellow man
or sins committed against Hashem?®), and he cannot con-
tinue to procrastinate as he might the rest of the year.
Since on Yom Kippur’ the final process of judgment
takes place, we cleanse ourselves of all our past iniquities.
Once they are cleansed, this leaves Satan with nothing to
prosecute on Yom Kippur itself.

(Insight...Continued from page 1)

Sfas Emes concurs with X“2’1. He notes that if the

Kohen Gadol did this service, he would also have done

it all week long, as practice. Yet, the Mishnah earlier

does not mention that this was part of his pre-Yom Kip-
pur routine. Rather, it was done by a vpTnyno. W

The implication of the Gemara is that illicit relations
are considered one of the most severe transgressions.
However, the Mishna Berura® writes that stealing and
ININ (exploiting others in business) are even more
critical. In view of this, Mishna Berura advises that one
should seek council with a Rabbi and deliberate carefully
all the financial claims against him, rather than rely on
his own judgment concerning these decisive issues. W
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STORIES

The turning of the Suns
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“If it weren’t for the sound of the turning
of the sun, we could hear the clamor of
the throngs of Rome. And if it weren’t for
the clamor of the throngs of Rome, we
could hear the sound of the turning of the
sun.

The Afikei Yam, zt”l, explains that
the noise of the sun is the conscious-
ness that time flies past us so quickly,
and the present is just a transient mo-
ment without substance. It is this

awareness of the limited nature of
our lives in this world that brings the
wise to fear heaven, and fills them
with the fortitude to serve Hashem in
purity before the opportunity slips
away. The antithesis of this is the
clamor of Rome that represents the
vapid pleasure of the material world
and the complacency of the wicked.
These two sounds are mutually exclu-
sive; the worldly “static” blocks out
the voice of conscience and the ex-
hortation of our evanescence, but
when we recall the finite nature of
the material world it loses its allure.
This can be understood with a
parable: The y9n 9% is like a practical
joker who races through a crowd
showing off a clenched fist. He ap-

proaches first one person and then
another, taunting, “Wouldn’t you
like to know what I have in my
hand?” Everyone he meets imagines
that the clenched fist contains his
heart’s desire. They all chase after
him with abandon, until they finally
catch up with him. But when this jok-
er opens his hand, he laughs at the
consternation of his victim. His hand
is completely empty!

When time runs out, the “joker”
has no need to hide the truth any
longer—that what he has to offer, the
temptations he presents, are just illu-
sions. We either hear the sound of
the sun, or the sound of the hordes
of Rome—we cannot listen to both at

the same time!
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