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OVERVIEW of the Daf Distinctive INSIGHT 
The horn of the hind and the power of prayer 

למה משלו תפילתן של צדיקים כאילת לומר לך מה אילת זו כל 
 זמן ששמגדלת קריה מפצילות

T he Gemara reports that Chapter 22 in Tehillim 
which begins צח על אילת השחרלמ— To the musician, for 

the morning hind,” refers to the episode of Esther and 

the miracle of Purim. Rebbe Elazar interprets the word 

 to refer to prayer, and the lesson is that the prayers שחר

of the righteous are likened to the horns of a hind. Just as 

the horns continue to spread and develop in different 

directions as the animals matures, so too, the impact of 

the prayers of the righteous continues to expand and 

reach to farther extents. Rebbe Asi applies this concept 

and he teaches that the message of Esther is like the onset 

of morning. Just as the morning is the end of the night, 

so too, the miracle of Esther is the last of the recorded 

miracles. 

Meiri explains that the lesson of this Gemara is that 

the power of prayer is not something which is necessarily 

detected immediately. One should be patient and hopeful 

regarding prayer. Even when a person notices that his 

prayers are not being answered, he should not be discour-

aged, “for after many days you will find it.” (Koheles 11:1) 

Just as the horn of a hind grows and expands, only attain-

ing its full length and luster after many days and years, so 

too does the response to prayer come to fruition after per-

sistence and tenacity on the part of the needy.    � 

1) Confirming that the sun is rising (cont.) 

R’ Nachman concludes presenting a series of com-

parisons of six things which are relatively stronger or 

more powerful than other things. 

R’ Avahu offers an explanation for Rebbi’s state-

ment that the light of the sun spreads out in many direc-

tions. 

 

2) Esther 

R’ Zeira cites a second exposition of the pasuk cited 

by R’ Avahu, related to Queen Esther. 

R’ Assi explains why Esther is compared to the 

morning. 

The explanation is unsuccessfully challenged. 

 

3) Clarifying the Mishnah 

The Gemara clarifies that what was thought original-

ly to be one statement is in fact two statements. 

The father of R’ Avin taught that if melikah was 

done to a bird korban at night or if the kemitzah of 

flour was taken at night the offering must be burned. 

The position of the father of R’ Avin is successfully 

challenged, and Rava comments that a distinction has 

to be made between night, which will not render a 

korban premature, and day, which does render a korban 

premature. 

This explanation is unsuccessfully challenged. 

 

4) Washing hands and feet after urinating 

The Gemara questions why it is necessary for the 

Kohen to wash his hands and feet after urinating.    � 
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 REVIEW and Remember 
1. In what way is Esther compared to the morning? 

2. During what part of the month does the moon rise 

near the morning? 

3. What offering can be brought at night? 

4. What would the halachah be if a monkey put the 

Lechem HaPanim on the Shulchan? 
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Avoiding improper thoughts 
 י“בפרש‘ ועי‘. הרהורי עבירה קשו מעבירה וכו

Thinking about sin is worse than sin itself 

R ambam1 explains that a person who sins in thought 

has sinned with his intellect, which is the most distin-

guished part of a person. It is comparable to the severity of 

a distinguished officer (one’s mind) rebelling against a 

king, as opposed to a simple slave (the body) rebelling 

against a king.  

Poskim disagree regarding the guidelines of the prohi-

bition of sinning in thought. In the opinion of some 

Poskim,2 the prohibition is violated only if a person in-

tends to think improper thoughts or if he puts himself into 

a circumstance where he will be led to improper thoughts3. 

On the other hand, thoughts that enter into a person’s 

mind on their own and are immediately dismissed do not 

violate this prohibition, since “the Torah was not given to 

angels.” It is, according to this position, pious and holy to 

make an effort to restrain even these random thoughts. 

According to others,4 even thoughts that enter a person’s 

mind unintentionally violate halachah.  

According to all opinions, one is prohibited to engage 

in an activity which may lead him to improper thoughts5. 

Even if it is likely that a person will not be aroused to have 

improper thoughts it is prohibited to walk by a place where 

women are improperly dressed according to standards of 

tznius. The exception to this restriction is if a person needs 

to travel (i.e. for work or some other necessary purpose) 

and there is no other way to travel. [See footnote for addi-

tional details.]     � 
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HALACHAH Highlight  

The thoughts of sin 
 הרהורי עבירה קשו מעבירה

The thoughts of sin are worse “than sin it-

self.”  

T he Toras Avos, zt”l, explains that 
“thoughts” refer to the character de-

fects that are the growth medium in 

which sin propagates. What makes 

those defects worse is that they also 

provide the mechanism by which we 

rationalize that the sins are actually 

mitzvos. And if we feel that a sin was 

justified, and that it was a mitzvah, how 

can we possibly repent for it? Even 

Yom Kippur cannot atone for sins to 

which we don’t admit and that we 

don’t regret! 

The author of the Tumim, zt”l, 

was in a certain city for Yom Kippur, 

seated at the eastern wall next to a 

prominent resident. His neighbor 

clearly prayed with intense concentra-

tion and emotion, and focused espe-

cially on the words, “I am dust during 

my lifetime, and all the more so after 

death.” He repeated the phrase over 

and over, and wept over each word, 

long after everyone had finished their 

prayers. When he finally finished, the 

gabbai notified him that he was to re-

ceive a certain aliyah. 

The prominent man responded as 

passionately as he prayed—but quite a 

bit louder. “Are you meshuggah? How 

can you give me an aliyah that isn’t 

shlishi or shishi?” 

The Tumim couldn’t restrain him-

self. “Just this very moment you were 

crying intensely that you are nothing 

but dust! How can you possibly argue 

with the gabbai for not honoring your 

distinguished self?” 

His disgruntled neighbor defended 

himself. “True, I cried about the fact 

that I am dust before Hashem…but 

what does that have to do with how I 

speak to the gabbai? Just because I’m 

dust, it doesn’t mean that he doesn’t 

have to give me shlishi! What a chutz-

pah!” 

Afterward, the Tumim remarked, 

“You see how it is possible to cry in-

tensely for a long time that one is just 

dust, and not believe it for a single 

moment!”    � 

STORIES Off the Daf  


