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OVERVIEW

INSIGHT

1) The Aron HaKodesh (cont.)

Rabbah successfully challenged Ulla’s source for his un-
derstanding of R’ Shimon ben Yochai’s opinion regarding
the fate of the Aron HaKodesh.

R’ Nachman cites a third opinion that maintains the
Aron was hidden beneath the Chamber of Wood.

R’ Nachman bar Yitzchak cites a Mishnah in Shekalim
that supports this position.

2) The poles of the Aron HaKodesh

R’ Yehudah notes an apparent contradiction regarding
the poles of the Aron, and he resolves the contradiction.

A Baraisa supports this explanation.

3) Displaying the Aron HaKodesh to the nation

R’ Ketina taught that when the nation gathered in
Yerushalayim for Yom Tov the curtains were rolled up to
show them how the keruvim, representing Hashem and Klal
Yisroel, were in an embrace.

R’ Chisda unsuccessfully challenges how it could be per-
mitted to show the nation the keruvim when there is a gen-
eral prohibition against gazing at the Aron.

The Gemara questions the history of showing the nation
the keruvim because the source cited indicates that both the
curtains and the keruvim did not coexist.

Two resolutions to this question are presented.

Reish Lakish retells the position of the keruvim when the
gentiles entered the Sanctuary to destroy it.

4) Even Shesiyah

A Baraisa explains that the rock in the Kodesh Kodoshim
was called shesiyah because it was from this stone that the
world was founded.

REVIEW

1. Do the words Nt 0N 7y imply eternity?

(Continued on page 2)

2. Were there keruvim in the second Beis HaMikdash?

3. What was the position of the keruvim when the gen-
tiles entered to destroy the Beis HaMikdash?

4. What was the starting point of creation?

Where was the Aron buried?
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The Tosefta in Shekalim (6:2) lists the opinions regard-
ing the fate of the Aron at the end of the period of the
first Beis HaMikdash. The first opinion states that the
Aron was neither captured and taken to Bavel, nor was it
sunk into the ground below the Kodesh Kodoshim. Ra-
ther, it was hidden in the Chamber of the Wood, as we
find in the story of the kohen who was working with his
axe when he noticed a floor tile which appeared unusual.
As a result of his discovery, this unfortunate kohen died
before he could reveal the location of his find, which
would have exposed the hidden location of the Aron.

Siach Yitzchak comments that beneath the floor of the
Chamber of Wood there was an opening to the under-
ground room which Shlomo had built to hide the Aron in
time of crisis. This opening lead to a cavern which made
its way to underneath the Even HaSh’siya in the Kodesh
Kodoshim. During the period of the Second Beis HaMik-
dash, the Aron remained hidden in this subterranean
room, but the kedushah rose and broke through, penetrat-
ing from between the two Keruvim and exiting at the spot
where the Even HaSh’siya sat. Accordingly, the two opin-
ions regarding the spot where the Aron was buried are, in
fact, very similar.

The 200 MMON commentary to the Mishnah explains
that all opinions actually complement each other. At first,
the Aron was buried under the very spot where it sat. Lat-
er, there was concern that the enemy would be able to find
it easily, so the Aron was moved and hidden under the
Chamber of Wood, assuming that the enemy would never
look there to find it. Eventually, though, it was discovered
and it was taken to Bavel.

Ben Yehoyada also learns that the opinions do not ar-
gue, but for a different reason. There were actually two
arks. The main ark was the one that contained the luchos
which were intact, and this Aron was later hidden in the
Kodesh Kodoshim. The other Ark contained the broken
pieces of the first set of luchos. This Ark was stored in the
Chamber of Wood, and it was the one later captured and
taken off to Bavel. W
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Is a photograph a type of a graven image?
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R’ Acha bar Yaakov says that the Baraisa refers to the second Beis

HaMikdash and there were images of keruvim [on the walls.—Rashi]

’-l_‘osafos1 presents a long discussion concerning the prohi-
bition against making graven images. One principle that
emerges from this discussion is that the prohibition against
making graven images applies only if the image is engraved or
raised, but if paint is merely applied to a surface the prohibi-
tion does not apply. This is also the view of Rambam’.
Ra’avad* and Ritva’ disagree with this position and maintain
that even an image that is painted or drawn and not raised is
prohibited. Shulchan Aruch® rules leniently and permits mak-
ing ink images of people on a wall. The Taz’, however, rules
in accordance with the strict opinion and prohibits making an
image of a person even if it is not raised.

This dispute has bearing on the question whether it is per-
mitted for a person to be photographed. It would seem that ac-
cording to Shulchan Aruch it is permitted, whereas according to
the Taz it would be prohibited. Rav Yaakov Emden® writes that a
majority of Poskim maintain that a picture that is not raised or
engraved is permitted. Rav Shmuel Wosner’ suggests that per-
haps all Poskim could permit photographs since it is not the per-
son who makes the image, rather it is the camera, and it may be

that this does not constitute a violation of this prohibition.
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(Overview...Continued from page 1)
This explanation is consistent with one of the three opin-
ions regarding the place from which the world was created.
A Baraisa records a dispute between R’ Eliezer and
Chachamim regarding the origin of the sun, moon, and the
stars.

5) 9rosn
The Gemara begins to search for the meaning of the
word Poyn. W
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The Keruvim
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The Nesivos Shalom, zt”], explains
that what our oppressors interpreted as
something unseemly is actually the ulti-
mate demonstration of Hashem’s love
for the Jewish people. As Chazal said,
“When Yisroel did the will of the Crea-
tor, the keruvim faced one another, but
when they didn’t, the keruvim faced the
wall.” Since today’s daf discusses the
time of the churban, how could it be
that they faced one another? The answer

is that Hashem wanted to show that He
cherishes the Jewish people for all eterni-
ty, even when they are at their lowest. It
is the knowledge that we are so cherished
by our Creator that gives us the strength
to endure the trials and pain of what
seems like an endless exile.

The Zohar HaKadosh relates that
when the Jewish people were exiled from
their land, Hashem said to His entire
heavenly host: “What are you doing here?
My children are going into exile and you
are remaining in the heavens! All of you,
get up and descend to Bavel, and I will
descend with you.” This is what Chazal
meant when they said that to wherever
Yisroel is exiled, the Shechina goes into
exile with them. This can be understood

with a parable. A father was forced to
send his only son away from his house,
but the father naturally thought to him-
self, “What possible reason do I have to
stay here with my only son gone!” He
therefore decided to accompany his son
into exile. While they are in exile togeth-
er, the father knows he will be able to
protect his son from all harm.

This is the meaning of the closeness of
the keruvim seen by our enemies—for even
they must know that, no matter what, Ha-
shem loves His people forever. And the
Zohar HaKadosh concludes by saying that
with the knowledge, the Jewish people can
endure the exile without feeling exiled
from their Father in Heaven at all. W
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